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MA Serious Exhortation 
to PARENTS, concerning 
the Education of their Childrens . 

I WITH "2 
Pine REMARKABLES in 

| the Life of my Late Only. Son, 

ana of my Oun, as far as it re- 
lates to him. 


I is, and muſt be own'd by all, 
that are of any Reaſon and Reli- 
& gion, that Children in themſelves 
| are Bleſſings, a greater Bleſſing 
han Riches; the more Children the 
ore Bleſſings. Beſt to have moſt Sons, 
o have Sons and Daughters a compleat 
-Wicfing, the which is not only true, 
Fut clear; as being grounded upon 
dcripture in ſeveral Places thereof: 
particularly Job, Cap. 1. | 
7 A It 


iv The PREFACE — 
It muſt, alſo, be alike own'd by us, 
| that all that Parents can do for thei. 
| Children, whereby they may lu | 
| both Bleſſed and Bleſſings, is Dedica- J 
| ting of them to, and & Educating of i 
| them for God; and if God ſhall «il 
| good, to ſucceed our Conſcientious i 
! 
| 


' 


Endeavours therein, as he hath been 
pleas'd to do to ſome) then may ſuch 
poor Parents of many Children, w be. IJ 
ther they live longer or ſhorter with 4 
them, take both the Credit and Con. 
fort, that they have been Parents to ſo 
'Y many Kings and Prieſts. And gene- 
1 rally ſpeaking, God's Church and Ring- 
| dom on Earth, is for the moſt part, 
made up of thoſe that come out of the 
Loins of his own People, notwithſtand - 
ing the preſent Age abounds with as nu- 
merous, if not more numerous Inſtan- 
l ces of the Degenerate Poſterity of the 
Faithful, than in any Age before; the 
which however made Ufe of by me. 
yet makes nothing againſt this Doc- 

| trine ; 
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For who knows but the Salvation of Ten Thou 
ſund Souls may depend upon the Education of on! 
ſingle Child. Biſhop Beveridge's Private Thoughts 
upon Religion. | 
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Prine vol Scriptare, VIZ, That Election 
n the 6rdinary Cœurſe of i it, rahs"tn'a 
ine of Succeſſion from * gbdly' Pac 
Ments to their Childeem 15 5 l. | 
Frioginz'thelFfecdom:6f r 
e k we Were to enquire: (eh dt pb 
ly, or convenieftiy be) of 8 
n icular Members of all the pa 

Fhurches of Chriſt, once Ry 
Vorktof Grace in theitsSouls;" wheres | 
they claim'd a Righerto Ofmfreft | 
Communion,-antd” upon” Plea- thereof, 
Frere admitted Actual Church-Mem- 
Per; moſt of them will blefs God for 
Podly Parents, aſcribing; unte Religi- 
us Education Cunder God ) as the 
Wrcdinary Means of their Converſion: © 
do verily believe ( ſays a great + 
[riter ) that if Parents did their Du 
they oug ht, the Word publickiy preach'd 
Pould not be the ordinary Means ef Re- 
BT cneration in the Church, but only without 
e Church, among Infidels;- & c. God 
1d pour out his Grate ſo upon tbCH 

2. | arent . 
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Dr. 'Goodwea's 20 Vol. where: be treats -of 
le tion. $9 2) i: : 


+ Mr. Baxter's Saint's Everlaſting Ref. 
FAIT 3. cap. 14. e . 1. IS 
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vi The PREFACE. 
dren of bis People, and hear Pr ers fo 
them, and bleſs ſuch Endeavours for their I 
holy Education, that we ſhould ſee the Pre- 
miſes made good to our Seed, ; cc. 
And however God has been pleasd g 
to deny his Bleſſing upon his own I. 
ſtitutions to the great Shame and Sor- 
row of ſome pious Parents, as well af 
the Perdition of fome of their Chili 
dren ; yet does it no way excuſe thei 
Neg lect of Religious * Education, ol | 
juſtify them whoſe Words are ſuch a 
theſe: © We don't ſee but the Chib 
** dren of Religious Parents are a8 
6 wicked as others, notwithſtanding 
all the good Counſel and Example : 
c they have had, and the Children 
of others, who have not been ſo! 
well educated, have yet in their 
Time prov'd honeſt Men and goods 
Neighbours, that have had none off 
this adoe with them. Whereto ! 
anſwer 
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Good Education (ſays One) is the bel 
Livery we can give our Children living, % 
the heſt Legacy we can leave them dying. 

We are apt to let out our Cares to mal 
them great, but we ſhould rather lift up on 
Prayers to make them good, + 
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unſwer, Who art thou that diſputeſt a- 
gainſt God? Hath God charg'd you to 
Fo teach your Children diligently his Word, 
pe aling of it as you fit at Home, and as 
Hou walk abroad, as you ſit down, and 4s 
Ho: riſe up. Deut. 6. 6, 7, 8. and dare 
Hou reply, that it is as good to- let it 
alone &? Why this is to ſet God at 
Pefance, and as it were to ſpit in his 
Face, and give him the Lye. Will you 
Stake it well of your Servants, if when 
you command them to do a Thing, 
they ſhould return you ſuch an An- 
wer, that they do not ſee, but it were 
Jas 200d let it alone? Wretched Worm, f 
dareſt thou thus think, and word it 4 
with God that made thee, and muſt 
judge thee ? ls it not he that com- 
V mands 
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o * Surely then, ſuch Fathers are great Faul- 
per, terers, and ſuch Mothers be little better than 
MNonſters, that doubly undo their dear Babes, 
ho are once undone as being Children of 
= '#rath by Nature, Eph. 2. 3. And again un- 
done by Want of good Example and Educa- 
rion; while ſome teach their Children the 
Way fo Heaven with their Lips, (in ſome. 
WF Catechiſms) they teach them the Way to 


Hell with their Lives. Mr. Neſs's New Years 
Gift for Children. P. 82. 
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— thee ?: If thou doſt not believe, f 4 
| that thisScripture is the Word of God, il 

{ thou doſt not believe in Jeſus Chr iſt; 1 
| for thou haſt nothing elſe to tell thee, * I 
Il that there is a Chriſt. And if thou 
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| doſt believe, that this is the Word of 
| God, how dart thou ſay, it is as good L 
diſobey it? This is devilifh Pride, in- 
deed, when ſuch ſinful, ſottiſh Duſt 3 
' ſhall think themſelves wifer than the I 
Living God, and take upon them to i 
reprove, and cancel his Word. Again, A 
ts there 17 general Rule without an 4 
Exception? As if it were true Logick; 
ets ſome are evil-therefore none: 1 
are good; there was a Cham in Noah's. i 
Family, and yet for all that, his Family 
was better than the drowned World ; 
in David's an Abſalom; and in Chriſt's | 5 
there was one Judas; however the Ele- 
ven beſides were Chriſt's truly choſen i 
Ones. Beſides, many degenerating af- A 
ter all the Pains and Colt beitow'd by 
Pious Parents upon Children in their 2 
Religious Education, is rather an Ar- 
gument for us, to double, and tribble 3 
our Care, Coſt and Diligence i in briag- 
ing them up in the Nurture and Ad- 
i monition of the Lord. We have more | 
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it in the Matters of the World, than 
Bo ſay, 1 ſee many labour hard, and 
et are poor; and therefore, tis as 
Food never to labour at all; you will 
Pot ſay, Many that go to School learn 
Pothing; and therefore, they may 
earn as much tho” they never go. Or, 
Dany that are great Tradefmen break, 
nd therefore, it is as good never to 
1c rade at all; or, Many great Eaters 
0. re as lean as others, and therefore, it 
1, good for Men never to eat; Or, 
1 Many plow, and ſow, and have no- 
hing come up, and therefore, *tis as 
„e good never to plow more. What 2 
Hool were he that ſhould reaſon thus? 
nd is not he a thouſand Times worſe, 
That ſhould reaſon thus for Mens Souls 
Meter reaſons a clean contrary Way, If 
%e Righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall 
Ve Ungodly and the Sinner appear? 1 Pet. 
i= W- 18. And ſo does Chriſt, Luke 13. 24. 
ive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, for 
Ir any ſhall ſeek to enter, and not be able. 
ther Mens Miſcarriages ſhould quic- 
le ken our Diligence, and not make us 
alt away all. Laſtly, What tho' pi- 
@- Wully educated Children may prove as 
icked, as the moſt wicked 3 
| O 


— 


ee 


* 
4 
2: 

12 


bo 
Bo 
"i f 
j 12 
i $0 © 
2 
= 
2 
9 
Is X14 2 
3 
3 
— 
A 
5 


5 > we 3 


S 7 = . 


— —„-—-¾ 


x The PREFACE. 


r 


N the moſt wicked Paren ts, yet their 


"4 . 


eligious Education is not to be bla 
med; nor. muſt the Favlt be laid upon A 
Scripture, and the Ordinances of God, 
you may far hetter ſay, It is long off 
the Judge and the Law, which hangs 
many, and that there are ſo many 
Thieves and Murderers. Is it not right 4 

Reaſon rather to argue thus, If too 4 
many prove bad Children after ſuch 
good Education, how much more would 
it be, it none beſtow'd good Education 4 
upon their Children. Becauſe Parents 
cannot by all their Diligence, get wen 4 
Chi rea ct 10 Q he 288 good =I they ſhould Wm 
be, ſhall they, therefore, leave them 
to be as bad as they will ? Becauſe they 
can't get them to be perfect Saints, iſ 
ſhall they, therefore, leave them to be 
incarnate Devils? Certainly, if a 
Children taught ſo well may do ſo bad. 4 
you can't expect your Children un- I 
taught to do hetter. 1 

But my Pen having out-run me, bel 
yond what I intended about Religious i 
Education, it muſt be imputed to my 
being zealouſly affected towards that 
Ordinance of God, and which I haven 
been conſcientious in the Uſe of N. 
ice 


o Reaſon but this could have prevail d with 
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in that Book, they were convinc'd, that thei 
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me to appear in Print, after I had forbora|f 
Printing any Thing between theſe 30 and 


40 Years, I having done ſo much in that kind 
when | was young, that I have been (and is 
well if not my Readers tog) cloy'd ever ſince 
therewith. ; 1 


> 
60 = 
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I began fo print about the 18th or 19thil 
Year of my Age, and between the 20th and 
zoth Year of my Age: Theſe were the 
Books that were publiſh'd, 7he Young Man 


4 Z 2 w 5 2 h 
Conſtict with, and Viftory over the Devil by Faith il 


Containing ſome o my Experiences and, J 
Temptations about the 16th Year of my Age; 
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which being mixed with what was to be un 
det ſtood in a Parabolical Way, and according 
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to my Knowledge then, I thought to have 
been fo underſtood 3 which to be ſure I have 
ſome time ſeen my Miſtake, and, therefore, 
have repented of its Publication, and have 
little to ſay for my Excuſe, or Extenuatioa 
of my Fault, that I was not paſſing 18 Years 
old when I writ that Book, liv'd alone, was un. 
der no One's Inſpection, and Direction. The 
Bookſeller having heard of it, got it into his 
Hands, and I could never get it out, tho' he 
never had that Gain by it, which he pro 
Pounded to himſelf, and would certainly have 
had, in Caſe I had alter'd the ſame, or hear 
tily promoted it when it was publiſh'd, which 


I could not do. I have had Account of ſom 


poor tempted Souls that have been reliev ol 
hereby: By Reading of thoſe Tem ptationil 
Condition was not ſingular, and were ready 
Cas they reaſonably might) to conclud 
(that if one, who had ſo much uni, 1 
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evil, and been tempted by him, yet was, 
It deſtroy'd, thro' miraculous Mercy ant. 
onderful Grace) that then there was Hope 
Ir them. Great Ignorance, ſpiritual Pride, 
Wi: Curioſity, and a melancholy Conſtitu- 
Zn were introductory to thoſe Temptations 
Wd this I can ſay which is not common, Me- 
Incholy had its Predominancy in my Child- 
ne 04 and Youth, more than in my riper Years. 


na ve learned fince, that ſuch Kind of Ex- , = 
tb rience would have been more convenient 4 


N 0 


nr the Reader® and more credible to the 
Sei orld, * not to have come out *till after the 
Muthor's Death, not blending Truth with 
ny thing fictitious, or darkning any thing, 
weßgich ought to be plainly, and properly pro- 
avec unded, with what is Figurative and Enig- 
rea cical. However, it muſt be acknowledged, 
ecggere is uſually with the holieſt Men, a mo- 
outet Sbynels of Communicating {ome Priva- 
gs of their own Souls, 
un- The next I publiſh'd (if F miftake not) was 
The Anſwer to Two Quakers Pamphlet againſt 
nu about the Imputation of Sin unto Chriſt. 
deu he next was The Beauty, Vigour and Strength 
btb beſpoke for God. In a Sermon preach'd 
= oung Men, bearing Date, 1676. | 
car A fter that, A Sermon upon Fſalm 22. 1. 


bich -ach'd at Zigh-Hall in Cow- lane, before the 
ome Aged and Reverend Divine Mr. John Tax- 
EY 9 ho was ſometime Miniſter of Xib worth, 
ting Leice ner-ſhire, a Living near 300 J. per Au- 
_ n, One who laid his Hands on me in my 


dination, and of whom Dr, Calamy gives 


Account in his Abridgment. Vol. 2. 
422, | 
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The laſt that was emitted by me into chef ; 
World, until now, is entitu] d A Salve for Souls 2 
Sores : Being a Diſcourſe on Chriſt's F e 
Ad monition to Peter, Luke 23. 31, 32. bear 
ing Date 1679, 1 

I ſhall now begin with the Remarkable 
of myſelf and Wife confider'd as Parents, ani 
God's Dealing with us therein; whereby hel 
we hoped as well as fear'd, and rather hop 
than fear'd, that God might have done others 2 
wiſe with us, than in his Infinite Wiſdom ba 
hath ſeen fit to do; as we perceive. 9 


T. The Firſt Remarkable is this, That wil Y 
were ſometime marry'd before we had a Child b 
and in our whole Time never had any mort 3 
than two Sons; Our Firſt-born was name 
at his Baptiſm after my own Name, the R& 1 
verend Mr. Collings (Father of the Law 
Mr. Collings, who dy'd ſo ſuddenly ) being 1 x 
Perſon that adminiſter'd the Ordinance 
Baptiſm unto him, ſeveral of the e 
tion being preſent, who did aſſemble em 
Lord's-Day 90 or ſeveral Years togeth 
own Houſe in Bartholomew- Cloſe, except 
Part of the laſt Year, wherein I was force 
quit my Dwelling, by Reaſon of the Perſe 
tion that did then beginz having been boi 
excommunicated, and ſome of my Goods ſeitff 
upon. My Son Thomas dy'd in the State 
Infancy, whoſe Salvation 1 never queſtion! 
being charitable concerning all Infants bul 
do confeſs, I have a more certain Hope 
the Children of believing Parents, who d 
in Infancy. My Son Villiam, whoſe Death 
the Occaſion of the enſuing Sermons, was 7 

1 


The PREFACE. 


zd by the late Reverend and Aged Mr. Chri- 


e Children of Women leſs fruitful, or hav- 


2 been long barren, have prov'd the beſt of 
bildren, ſhining Saints, and moſt eminent 
Wn fruments in Church and Common Wealth; Of 


ab, Jaac; of Rachel, Foſeph 3 of Hannah. 


9 amue]; of Manoab's Wife, Sampſon; of Eli- 
bei, obn the Baptiſt: Which Obſervation 
id cheriſh an Hope in us, that we having the 
ft Number of Children, this our Son Vi. 


4 am, we were apt to think, might have prov'd 


de one of the beſt of Sons; Ready to ſay 
Fo be ſure ) as Lamech did of his Son Noah, 
, [ame ball comfort us concerning our Work, 
ad Toil of our Hand. For as he grew up, ſo 
d be ſure, our Hopes grew up with him, tho? 
| along we were not without our Fears, be- 
auſe he brought a common corrupt Nature 
ich him into the World, and the Age, we 
ew in reſpect of Youth, did grow worſe 
ad worſe z but this, above and beyond all, 
dat encourag'd our Hopes, as has been ob- 
rv'd, and leſſen'd our Fears, was, that while 
Home and Abroad, he never did any thing 

d forfeit my Favour, *till he arriv*d to the 224 
ear of his Life. For if at any Time in his 
hildhood, he had done any Thing worthy of 
orrettion, it commonly fell to his Mother's 
art to do it; and tho? ſhe loy'd him as truly as 
ny could her Child, yet never ſpar'd him (as 
„ * 
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I can witneſs) whenever *twas due; for of thei 3s 
two | was rather more indulgent, yet neverſ 
diſapprov' dof her doing it, but always agel N 
about it, and would ( tho? I did not corre 1 
him) ſo alter my Carriage and Countenancg IJ , 
towards him (which has ever been apt to hill 
familiar with little Children) when he did 1 2 z 
that it was much a Brake-heart to him, an 
would ever account, that he had made a go, 
Bargain With his Mother, when ſhe had coil 
rected him for a Fault, if ſhe would promiſe hi 
not to tell his Father of it, whom he ſtood n 
in ſo much Awe of on Account of Correo 
which ifI have us'd once or twice in all his Lie 
tis as much as Lever did; which ao 
Fear the Child had of me, I impute (next ue I 
der God) to the Paternal Authority, my ow 
Example, and the Reflection of his Guild Z 
Now, Lord, may I not with Reverence ard Su 1 
miſſion ſay, Thou knowe$ where fore thou haf 4 4 
priv'd us of Children, ſince we cannot underian 
wbere in we have offended thereabout, any foul 
than that we are all Sinners, and do amiſs ar 4 
Times in all Things more or leſs, © 
II. A Second Remarkable is, That if we 1 a 
inordinately defir'd Children, as many doi 
then it would not have been ſo mavellous, Wl 
they had been deny'd us, or we depriv'd 3 
them; but we were never conſcious to ou 
ſelves of any ſuch inordinate Deſire, and whe 
it was ſometimes counted by ourſelves ani 
others, that we might not have any Childredi 
we were yery content, nor was our Love th te 
colder to one another. Rachel cry'd out, Gul 
me Children, or elſe I dye, and fo he did; which 
if we had done, it would have been Ieſs Wor 
der for him, or we to have dy'd, III. 
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III. A Third Remarkable is, That when this 
dn was born fo us, we his Parents dedicated 
m to God by Baptiſm and Prayer, as by 
ayer before he was born; and did deſign 
m for the Miniſtry of God's Word, upon 
e Suppoſal of the Conjunction of theſe two 
rings, which we may look upon both as Rules 
dd &:2/0n5, of our Diſpoſing of our Children 
= C2llings, v. Capacity and Inclination 3 
n which he had, being endow'd with good 
tural Parts, as all that knew him will own, 
= 1 did not neglect the Cultivating of them, 
beſtowing on him a liberal Education. It 
a been my Prayers to God, that what was. 
ati eating in me with reſpect to either, might 
uu ſuppiy'd, and made up in him our Only 
wap 2 and Child, knowing what Time and Pains 
ai coſt me“, in much Watching and Abſt's- 
Ful nc to redeem the Time of my Education 
ia my Childhood 3 For my godly Father 
a when I was young, and my Mother after 

me time ſhe was a Widow, marry'd again, 
the Empairiog much of her Worldly Sub- 
nc, and to the Prejudice of me her Only. 
Hild, as well as of herſelf; whereby it was 
out the 15th or 16th Year of my Age, e're 


———— 


; reaſon of the Charaſter of my School- Ma- 
„M.. William Angel, one of the late ejected 
75ers in Surrey, and Circumſtances of my out- 
ard Condition; I went for about two Nears in- 
and Summer, from the Upper-Ground in: 
uthwark, 10 Hounſditch, every Morning, and 
xs the firſk Boy in the School, where 1 usd 10 
tne all the Day. | 3 
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1 was put to Grammar Learning; for oth 
Parts of Learning, I got as I could, all out ff 


and pious Books ( ſaith Mr, Baxter, in his e 4 


Public Good is the Chriflian's Life) the Which 


= I 4 * r ” K 7 k _ 
do of * N * R 2 
- * "A 
» 


4 


* 


the common and ordinary Way of a ſtrict ai 
regular Education; but was from a Child af 
dicted to Reading, and only converſant i 
Books all my Days | 
Wherefore, after my Son was by my ſelf inf 
tiated into the Latin Tongue, and his Gr: 
Teſtament, 1 did, as above obſery'd, thin 
it Time to begin his more ſtrict Education 
to Learning, and about 8 Years old, ſent hi 
to a Boarding, - School in Stoke - Ne wingin 
whereof Mr. Perkins, a fober Man, and a co 
Scholar, was School-Maſter, where he col 
tinu'd the ordinary Time, viz. Several Yeall 
for that of the Languages; and ſome Ting 
he was after that wich Mr. Singleton, fon 
time School-Maſter of Eaton by Windſor, ar 
more lately at Hogſdon ; from whom he wer 
to the late Mr. Thomas Rowe in L[zttle- Britain 
for his Academical Studies; thence to t- 
Learned Dr. Kerr, my good N-ighbour, mow 
kind and obliging Friend; thence to Mr. i 
binſon, then at Hungerford, ſince at London. H 
Changing of Tutors was not what I ſo mu 
approv'd of, but he being inclin'd thereuntY 
and as 1 ſuppoſe, ſomewhat ir flusnc'd by lon 
of his Feilow-Pupils, and having * 9 


122 — — 
hk nnd — 
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———— 
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* Mot of the Good that God has done for u 
for Knowledge or Conſcience, hath been by ſou 


cellent Sermon, How to do good to mary, OT 4 


my own Experience. 


4. "NT 


The Þ. REF ACK, mie 
1 — 1 
the ended me (to ſpeak of) hitherto, coulid er I 
ut of i t 2 him 48 my Oaly Son and Child, yielded A 

t a nereunto; for I never thought any other-- 


iſe, but after I had choſen one Man for him 
s his Tutor, to have continu'd under him 
ill he had made an End of thoſe Studies; tho 
= ws of Opinion, that his Going to Holand 
or om: Time, might be to his Advantage, 
TM fer he was well in-laid here. Accordingly he 
Jas ent to Holland by his poor Parents, in a 
Witctle Time when he came from Mr. Robinſon 3 
Nad tho? hitherto I had no Reaion to ſuſpect 
is Condutt any further than the Conſidera- 
on of corrupt Nature, his Youth, and the 
=W icentious Age in which he liv d, prompted 
Ine thcreunto; yet | had never ſent him this 
ther, (as much as I approv'd it upon other 


, au Accounts) had I not had a very good Friend, 7 
wen ho was at that time Minifter of the Engliſh - A 
-itai hurch at Leyden, for which Un:verſity I de- . 
o th ſiga'd him, under whoſe Inſpection he would 


be, and from whom I ſhould always receive 
Na faithful Account of my Son's Behaviour 
which accordingly I did to my great Satisfac- 
tion, and was further confirm'd therein, when 
I mylelf taking a Trip thither, found all things 
according to my Deſire, Confutation of my 
Fears, and Repreſentation of my faithful 
Friend, as well as of all others that were Men 1 
of any good Character upon the Spot, and 
that were his Obſervers. In a little Time L 3 
return'a for England, leaving my Son there 
for the Year following, with greater Hopes 
now than Fear of him; in which Time he 
made a Thefis, de\ended it, and which was 
printed chere, thus Entitul'd 
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1 Theologica de Praſcientia Dei, 
MNuatura liberi Arbitrii, & Conciliatione utri- 

wque. Qu m Annuente Divino Numine ſub 
Preſidio Clariſſimi Viri, D. D. Jacobi Triglat- il 
dii, J. F. I. N. S. S. Theol. Dog. e juſdenq; Fa. 
cultatis in Jluſtri Acad. Lugdun. Bat. Pro- 
feſſ. Ordinarii, ibidemgq; Eccleſue Paſtoris. Pub- 
lice Eruditorum Diſquiſitioni ſubjicit. Wil- 
helmus Powell, Lond. Angl. ad Diem 9 Feb. 
Horis Locoq; ſolitis. Lugduni Batavocum - 
pud Abranamum Elzevier, Academe Typogras 
phum, MDCCI. 1 


The which was Dedicated by my Son, as 
follows, 3 


Viro vere Reverendo D. Thome Powell, FV. D. P. 
Fideliſſimo, omnis Doctrinæ, Sapientiæ & Pie- 
tatis, Generis Amantiſſimo, Studiorum meorum 8 
Pautori indefeſſo, Patri dilectiſſimo, plurimum 
Vene rando, emniq; filiali Amore, dum Vita 
fruar, fincere colendo. 

Nobiliſſimo Sagaciſhmoq; D. Thomæ Cuddon, 
Equiti Aurato, Iluſris Civitatis Londini ca 
merario, 7 

Vt et Spectatiſſimo Diguiſimoq; Viro Chriſto- i 
phero Cawthorne, Studiorum meorum Fau- 
tori Benigno, Avunculo ſummo Amore, G R- 
verentia Honorando. 

Nec non Celeberrimo Literatiſſimoq; Viro D. Ne- 

hemiæ Grew, M. D. Illuſtru Collegii Medi- 
coram Londinenſium, & Nobiliſſimæ Socieia- 
tis Fegiæ Socio erudiſſimo. | 


Hlans 


* 
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Wc Diſeriationem, in perpetuum Offitiz & 


Dei Wl grari Animi, TEKMHPION. P. D. P. 
utri-. Wilhelmus Powell, Autor & Reſpondens. 
WM 5 
lan- Hereunto I think fit to ſubjoin theſe Teſti- 


onies he brought with him from Holland: 
he Firſt is that of Profeſſor Trzpland. 


Lect. Gratiam On Pacem D. N.]. Go 


TA ins © Eximius Fuvenis, Wilhel- 
714+ I mus Powell, Londinas, poſtquam in Pa- 
2 tria ſolide Eruditionis laudatiſſima jam jece- 
=: Fundimenta, ante Biennium fere dignatus eſt 
as nc Academiam Lugduno Batavam ad capien- 
8” ulteriorem Animi culturam, inviſere; in qua 
2 fuit verſatus ut excitati Tngenti, laudabilis 


12 


p. ¶duſtriæ, variæ Doltrinæ, cum primis Theolg- 
e- privatim © publice præclara ediderit Specz- 
um ina, maximè vero quando conſcripts de Det 
un aſcientia, &c. Diſputatione ſuo Marte, eam 
ir, Nunibis audientibus prompte ns — defendit; 


am inſuper Vitam vivere in qua honeſtimorum "I 
atalium Decus, cum Chriftiana Modeſtia Scien- 32 
ge iriutis uti rarius, ita ſuaviſſimum Con- 
1m luculenter emicaret, ut nullus du bitem 
Se der, quin fulciende wutant* Eccle- 
& Reformate aſſerendæ Feritati, promovendo 
legno Det, per Veſtigia iturus Paterna utiliſſi- 
um ſit aliquando futurus Inſtrumentum. ywwurd. 
ugd. Batav. xi Febr. Anni vulg. MDCC. 


Jac, Triglandius, J. F. S. N. 
S. Theol. Dr. & Profeſſor, 
Eccleſ. ibid Paſtor. 
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Wc. 
LS Tr 


The Teſtimony of Profeſſor Witfin 


4 3M 
_ 


| NMatiſſimus, multaq; Laude Praft antiſin 
Fuvenis, Wilhelmus Powell, Londinf 


circa Biennium Academia Lugduno Bl 
tave Civis, potiſſimam Temporis illius Parti 
Theologie Studio impendit, mea etiam Inſtiturin 
publice prevatimgz Vſus. Quo Fructu, quan 
Profettu, ipſum ſe probare malo, quam me ben 
predicare. Sed unum dicere lice at, quod Moi 
tia, Diligentia, cæterisq; Virtutibus, que Tha 
logiæ Studioſum exornant, commendabilem ſe ni 
fecerit. Kam ob Rem in Patriam redituro bu 
Teſtimon:s Commeatum. I. M. A. conce ſſi. Deul 
venerans, ut praſtantem Fuvtnem Spirius [ol 
Donis locupletet, Idoneumg; in Manu ſus Inſrl 
mentum ad Eccleſiz Eificationem efficiat. Ita ſin 
bebam ac vovebam Lugduni in Batavis, x Feb 
MDCCL. . 


Heim. Witfius, | 
S. S. Th. Dr, & Prof. 
nec non illuſtrium Holland 


Ordinum Collegii Tpeolagid 
Regens. 1 


Soon after this Performance of my Sou 
he came for England, bringing theſe with hin 
together with a Letter from my very goug 
Friend, Mr. Miling, Miniſter of the Engl 
Church at Leyden, as follows; 


TE FREFAGE aa 


rn... 


7 the Reverend Mr. Thomas Powell, 
iiniſter of the Goſpel in London. 


everend Sir, 


"ol Feſe come with your Son, to whom 1 wiſh. 


a good Voyage, and ſerve only for a Satis- 
faction, and to acquaint you that your Sort 
kai a Theſis here, in ibe Defending of which 
behav'd himſelf very well; He gave bis Oppo- 
ts and Paranymphs a handſom Treat at Night 
r the Diſpute, and was honour'd with the 


'£ þ pany of no fewer than Four of the Greateſt 


n,; viz. ihe Rector Magnificus, Trig- 


dius Prof. Marcius and tbe Famous Witſius, 
p all ſtayd with your Son until Eleven of the 
ck at Night, and then took Leave of bim very 


—_ pleasd with bis Generous Entertainment. 


vc no more 10 add, but that 1 pray, God may 
ber proſper bim in all Sorts of Learning, and 
is good Providence, conduct him ſafe to you at 
Lime; my due Reſpects to your Spouſe, and 


on friends. This is from 


Reverend Sir, 


den, Your Brother, and 


5. 11 „ | > 
Ol, Humble Servant, 


John Milling; 


Now 
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ing in, and yet my Son has had more 1 


we did for our Only Son and Child, tho 


. Dy ts 2 
* ws 2 9 2 72 
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Now may y the Reader remember Ca or t 
help him therein, would be pleas'd to ll 
back) and he will find this is the third Heal 
of Rmarkables, wherein I have been ſo lar 
viz. . His Parents Dedicating their Son tf a 
God, with a Defign for the Sacred Miniftiff 
in the Church, and how far he was ad var 
towards it, which adminiſter'd to us Hopes if Y 
his Continuing long in Temple-Service, auf 

at it prov'd otherwiſe, our ee e 
was the greater. Wherefore follows 

IV. The Fourth Remarkab/e, which is aud 
ther Ingredient into our afflictiog, and make 
God's Dealing with us more than ordinary 
viz. rs I; who by my Holy Calling in 
feet of Temporal Profit, neyer had for Mm 2 
Subſiſtance of the leaſt of Families at pigbeſſt 
which was in the Time of Indulgence to Pr 
teſtant Diſſenters by the Late Ning Jane! 
and ſince that Time 'Year by Year has bei 
worſe in reſpe& of ontward 5 
and that for ſome Vears hath not bel 
Half what it was, thro' Moine and "I 
verty in the Congregation, without Rep 
ration thereof made by any of Ability Con 


1 


pended upon him than would have ſerv'd ow 
little, Family, which beſides him were ord 
narily my Wife, Self, and a Servant; and yo 
by a little of my Wife's, together with ſon 5 
what left by ſome Relations and Friends 
Death, thro* the prudent Management ther 
of, by an humble and ſelf-denying Wife, all 
a ſpare Diet, that I have always us'd from ml 
Childhood, we have been enabl'd to do wh 


the 


The PREFACE. * 
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e Exhaufting much of what we had, yet 
WS hout running ourſelves into Debt. Now 
Mit we ſhould be enabled to do ſo much on 
r 5o0n's Account, caus'd us to hope (tho not 
out Fear) that it might be for our Son's. 
ing to be of great Uſe in God's Church; 
c God's Thoughts, it ſeems, were not ours, 
v. A Fifth Remarkable is, My Father was 
= excellent Man for Piety, and Preaching 
as Word, who was inclin'd thereto from 
=S Youth, I alſo took after him to the Mini- 
y from a Child, tho' diſappointed much in 
—_= Preparations thereunto , by the early 
eth of my dear Father, whom I can re- 
mber ſo much as to honour him, and that 


1 4 all, and who leaving my Mother, with my 
f, and another, did on his Death-Bed fore- 


| to my Mother for her Comfort (he be- 


do leave her in this World a deſolate Wi- 
) that tho' my younger Brother, who was 
2% 5 2 2 © : . 

e likelieſt to live, ſhould dye in a little time 


er him, yet I ( tho' I was the weaklieſt and 
= likelieft co live, as I was all along till 1 
rry'd ) ſhould live wich her, and ſhe ſhould. 
Noe great Comfort in me, which by the 
ace of God prov'd to be; for ſhe liv'd to 
me macry'd, and to have two Children, 
FE latter whereof, viz. this Son William, of 
om we are treating, liv'd to be between 
o or three Years old before ſhe dy'd, of 
om poor Woman ſhe was very fond. Now 

my Father above-hinted, was early inclin'd 

the Miniſtry, and exercis'd therein to his 

eath, which was about the 3oth Year of his 
ge, it alſo happen'd, that this Son of ours 
as inclin'd from his Childhood to be a Mi- 
. : A ; nifter, 
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exercis'd therein at theſe ſeveral Meeting 
Houſes Several times in mine, then in Fen». 


nifter, and ſo continu'd to his Manhood, hall 


ACE. 
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ſtreet; Once at Mr. Sbower's in the 014 renn 


Once at the Morning- Lecture at Mr, Pomfreiſi 
Once at Mr, Harris s near Aldgate; Once nf 
Founder s-Hall in Lotbbury, at Mr. Foſewell\l 
Lecture; Once at Mr. Reynolds's in Eaſt-Cheay'f 
at Mr. Galoways in Zorſly-down, Southwak 
at Mr. Maudit's by St. Mary Magdaley's ; 1 
Mr. Srretton's, Jun. in Tork-Butldrngs'; In the 


Country; viz, At Croydon for Mr. Davy ; if 


— 
* 


Cheſhunt near Theobalds, and in Darby-ſhire ; ali 


which, I thought, were ſo many Pawns aud 


Pledges of his Continuing ſo to do long aft 
me, but Divine Providence thought nòt ſo. 
VI. A Sixth Remarkable is, That he was if 
Child of Bodily Infirmiries, ſubje& to auff 
Diſeaſes and Difempers 3 yea, ſome that hate 
been uncommon, and was cur'd of them, made 

his Parents hope, he might have liv'd long 


2 
bo 


to do God Service. In his Childhood what 


is cal'd the Hernea Carnoſa he had, and wa 
wonderfully cur'd thereot by the Hands ff 
Mr. Recbard Bateman, Chyrurgion, my Ol 
= > yr and Loving Friend, by the 
Bleffing of God upon the Method he took! 


with him, tho? it was but in the Beginning o 
Mr. Batemay's Practice, and our Child one od 


his firſt Patients. 


by 


fore the laſt Cure was perfected. While he wa 


= 


He had alſo the Srarlet· fe ver, ſome time he 


o 
* 


at the Boarding - School in Newington, he hal 
got an Ague, which held him the beſt Fart ag 
2 Fears; then the Rheumatiſm which contin 


with him from his Childhood to his Dea L 
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Of 


e Meaſles and Small-Pox very. much, which 


_ ctr *cill he had them, his poor Parents were 
ore in Fear of his Deatb, than afterwards. 


He had alſo what was accounted the 'Effeft 
F his Rbeumatiſm, call'd the Relaxation of the 
gament of the Acetabulum, whereby one Leg 
as longer than the other, which we thought 


on his Complaining thereof at firſt, to have 
een only his Fancy, or rather that one Leg 


ight be ſhorter than the other by ſome Con- 
ation, but when I had the late Ingenious 
Ir, Grew, and Mr. Bateman, Chyrurgion, to 
viſe about it, they found it to be that which 
as called as above; whereupon they pre- 
rib'd all that they thought proper, .tho' they 
elpair'd of his ever recovering from that 


Wind of Lameneſs; after which we had him 
own. to the Hoſpital Chyrurgions, whoſe 
 —Wdgment was the ſame; viz. That having 
4 9uth on his Side (being about 15 or 26 


ears old) he might poſſibly recover, tho? 
ot probably; yet in the Summer following 
ing in the Country, and going one time 


er a Style, he thought he heard a hiſſing 
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oiſe from the Part affected, and felt the 
dint go into its Place, which was marvellous 
3 his, and our Eyes. Now getting through 
Il his Weakneſſes (except that of the Rbeuma- 
jm, whereof now and then he had a Fit to 
e laſt, and whereof he dy'd, together with 
ther Maladies * complicated therewith.in the 
a 2 __ latter 


— 


—_—_ — lt. 


* A Fever, Stoppage of Vater, either by Stone, or 


ravet, or Ulcer in the Kzdneys, or Bladder, accord, 
g 10 tbe Opinions of ſome approved Phyſicians. * 
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latter Part of Life) did cheriſh a Hope in 5 I 
of his Living for ſome ſpecial End and Uſe, 


. 
* 


VI. A Sixth Remarkable is, That tho' ( 
has been obſerv'd ) his Parents (to whoul 
God ſaw good to give him) were, and de 
lie ve would ftill have been as loving a Coup 
as moſt, if they had ever been without Chil 
dten, Oc. yet found when God ſaw good offi 
give them any, that they had as much Nat 
ral Affection as other Parents, and to be ſir 
as he was an only Child, and one that wil 
thought we might expect ſomewhat from, a 
as we counted, we lov'd him not leſs thin 
living Creature of his kind, and our own I{1'8 
deſerv'd, ſo we never were F, nor are to thi 
Day, (ever fince the Rod of God has bei 
upon us) conſcious in the leaft to ourſelveyli 
that we over-lov'd him, or made bim vur id 
which I impute to the Grace of God alone 
and his Bleſſing upon my conſtant Care zug 


Watchfulneſs in that Matter, as alſo upon m 
Admonitions and Cautions often given to nj 
Wife, whereby ſhe was helped therein too, 

And that this was ſo, I demonſtrate it to 
the whole World by this undeniable Arg 


9 


ment, I mean no extream Indulgence to thi 
Spoiling of our Son; for when he began toi 
degenerate ( Oh! that I could not ſay dege 
nerate) and to do ſome Things that wer 
evil, I can ſay, that I never was ſo offendell 
with any One, as with my own Son, and ing 
ſtead of loving, loath'd him, hid — 27 ¹⁴*— 
_— 
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1 + Tho' it be bard to bit the golden Mean; i. & 
kard for us, but nothing is too bard for God. 
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3 The PREFACE. 
on * him; and after he had deſerted the 
ccred Miniftry, and his Father's Houſe, no 
Wore Aſiftance was ever contributed by me 
Ito him (when in Priſon for Debt, and in 
Piſtrels) than what in compariſon I have, # 
hd would have done for any One, if able; 2 
o' at the ſame time like a true Father, did 2 
fer him my Houſe, and kind Entertainment | 
nim as heretofore, in Caſe of leaving his 
ee Company, and reforming himſelf, which | 
cound to be made good, when God intlin'd: 
Wm to return unto us. Now nothing is more 
Pmmon and ordinary, for God to take thoſe. 
om us, or us from them, whom we have o- 
er-lov'd, for 2s it was my Duty, ſo 1 have 
Wd Occaſion, for ſome Years of his Life, as. 3 
ell as ſince his Death, to ſearch my Heart, 2 
hereupon I find nothing in that Matter, to 
arge my ſelf withal in the leaſt. But. co be | 
ah re, all Perſons in my Relation and Condi-- 
on, that are not without Natural Affection, 
a. 3: | muſt ' 
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'* This I write with a Breaking of Heart, as I 
erienc'd when I was forc'd thereunto (upon bie 
obedience ) from a Principle of Piety towards by 
ga. 7he Church of Epheſus could not bear wah © 
weit em that are evil, Rev. 2. 2. A Sin- bater. wil. 
ende r endure Wickedneſs in bis Family,  Pſal. 101.2. 3 
nd ine that worketh Deceit ſhall not dwell.in my | 
Fadi ou'c, he that telleth Lies ſhall not tarry in 
fron) Sight, The nearer ( ſaiib one) any be to us. 
i ſin, the more we muſt loath and lament ir. 
Snake in one's Bed is more formidable, ani 4 3 4 
pad there is more odious and ugly, than inzy, | 
eld and Garden, „ A E 
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our Heay* pot — and our own C A 
come in Competion with, and ftand/in Oppo 
fition to each other; either a Man muſt him F 
ſelf be an undutiful Child to God, by being 
ſinfully indulgent to the Child of his 0 3 
or a dutiful Child- to God, by endeavouring 
to reftrain his own Child from Sin, by Me b 
thods ſo ſevere, which the World calls cruel 
tho* God, and the godly do not ſo, It's true 4 
1 experienc'd Rowling of Bowels, and Relucy 
tance of Nature in the Exerciſe and Tryal 1 
any Graces in this perplexed Caſe, In th 
_ Mulcitude of my Thoughts upon this Occahl A 
on, I have had ſuggeſted to me, 7t's well if 
you don't abbor, and Joath Sin in bim more thani 4 
yourſelf 5 and that Corruption of Nature co 
vey'd to him thro* my Loins, my Brgerting 
Son in my own finful Likeneſs, was the Cauſ 
of all this, which occafion'd my greater Hil 
miliation, and alſo to look back upon my o 
Life, whether any evil Example in me nic 
ha ve taught him any thing that was not good 
wherein my own Conſcience always acquitte 
me. Finally, If all under this Head be judge 
ouſly, and ſeriouſly_conſider'd by the 800 3 
Reader, he will ſay, that God's Pre videntiſ 
Dealing with me herein is very OY 
VII. A Seventh Remarkable is, That God offi 
dinarily ſuffers ſuch to be croſs'd in their Chill 
dren, who, when Children, had been a Cral 
and Torment to their Parents, inſtead bf N 
ing a Comfort and Credit to them; and il 
had been ſo to my good Mother (My Fate 
45 bas been noted, dying when 1 was « Child) baff 
1 greatly lov'd, was from a Child in too 4 
| farc 
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In Fear of her Death, and for whoſe Death 


reinen it came, I mourned more than I did for 
ply Firſt- born; it would have been but juft (as 
im ount it is no otherwiſe fill) for God to have 


appointed me in my only Son and Child. 
VIII. The Eighth Remarkable is, If this Son 
mine had ſeen any thing in me (meer hu- 
ane Frailty excepted) that was in the leaſt 
8 a ſcandalous Nature, and unbecoming my 
rriſtian Profeſſion, Minifterial Fun&ion, 
elative Capacity, as an Husband, Father, 
a Maſter in a Family, I ſhould not have ſo 
ouch wonder'd, at the late Providential Dif 
nation of the Almighty towards me. For 
1, more or le, greatly inculcate this of a 
od Example to our Children, whenever L 
a ptiſe a Child, ſo by the Grace of God (tho? 
had but one Child) yet I was as careful to 
have myſelf before that one, as I would be- 
re an elder Perſon, or many more Children 


ound therefore, can truly ſay, Icould allow my 


lf a greater Liberty, before thoſe, who might 
e of an equal Age with myſelf, than I dar'd 


ul , d do before my Son, when but a Child, knows 


| 10 and at bs Father*s Death, and returning 


g that they, who were arriv'd to a greater 
Matu- 


WW 
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One of our Engliſh R ings being ous of Bog: 


| me 10 
ucceed his Father in the Throne, wept all tbe Way, 


being told by one of bis Lords, that He wept 
(Pore for his Father, than he did for his Child, 
hat he had bury'd ſome time before; the King 

rd bin, that He might have another Son, 


great be could not have another Father. Eng/iſp 
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Maturity of Judgment, might be more ca 


Man is of all Creatures moſt mimical, and e 
pecially Man in the Age of Childhood. A 


Birth, had not leſs than 5 1, in hand, that i 


EH TY 
RIS. 
Þ'5 


ble of making an Allowance, where it might 
and ought to be made, over what Childre 
can be ſuppos'd to do. Whereas many Parem 
regard not what they ſay to their Children, fon 
ward to make Promiſes to them, and nevi 
mind performing them; but I did not dare ui 

ive myſelf any Tuch Liberty, and as truly per: 
orm'd my Promiſes to him as well as to 40 
one of Age. Finally, I ſtood in Awe of, 2 
had a kind of Reverence * to my own Chill 


good Doctrine muſt be audible, ſo good Exam 
ple muſt be viſible, If Children may be degel 
nerate, notwithſtanding good Counſel ani 
Example, and we apt to wonder at if, no 1 
Marvel then, if bad Counſel and Example 
confirm, and harden them in an evil Courſe, 

IX. The Ninth Remarkable is, That I liv 
with great Difficulty before I had my Son, and 
was in Debt, yet before my Wife did lye in 
with him, began to be before-hand; as well at 
out of Debt; and alſo. by the Time of hill 


_— . * 
A * 1 ; | 
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Maxima Reverentia debetur Pueris, I 
good or bad Example of Parents have a. powerful 
Influence upon Children, a well as other Sy to brei 
tbem to 4 good or bad Behaviour. Parents ſpouliſſ 
obſerve ſuch a Decorum, whereby they ſhould noi 
give Occaſion to any of their Children to ſay, u 
that evil One who told bis Father, Si male fect, un 
a te dedici z I bave done il, I learn'd it 
Jou. — 4 
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| I uld truly call my own * , and fo adyanc'd 
: =—_ the good Providence of God; whereby I 
"8s cnabl'd againſt the Time of his Educa- 


0 a drew on, to maintain him Abroad at my 
en Proper Coſt and Charge; this I was apt 


ook upon as a good Preſage, of my Child's 
og of greater Uſe in the Church of God, 
n he prov'd to be; but the Providence of 
Na has been myfterious in this reſpe too. 
ash, To proceed no further (not becauſe 
an't, but becauſe the Work ſwells too much 
der my Hand) my only Son and Child ar- 
F< to about 22 Years of Age before he diſ- 
pointed me. While he was Abroad from 
9 I was fearful, and in Pain for him, left be 
% old degenerate; but when he bad quitted 
{cl ſo well in England! and Holland to his 
turn home; aud then for abouta Year af- 


e "= — 3 N 
ue vas come Home continu'd in good 


aer, having preach'd ſeveral Times at ſe- 
ral Places, as I have already related, inſo- 
noch that I began to be ſecure F, and was 
8 to 


— 


* The Day of ſmall Things is not to be deſpis'd, 
ch. 4. 10. Every former Mercy is 4 Pledge of 
iure, and 10 bim that bath, it ſhall be giv'n. 
a delights to help bis People with a little Help 
firſt, To crumble his Mercies to us, as one 
rajes it; to give bis Bleſſings by Retail, to main- 
Trading and Communion between bim and wu 3 
be Cloud emptieth not itſelf at a ſudden Burg, 
= 4:-vth upon the Earth Drop after Drop. 
= Many times we are never ſo ſecure, as when 
* are neareſt Danger. Sis vis elſe ſecurus, 
per time, . * 


| to be ſure, more fo then, than in all his LW 
before; but then it was my Woe began; 1 
Time and Occaſion whereof take as follons WM 


My Son happen'd to return from 20/14 
about the Time that my Reverend Brot 
Mr. Shower, leit his old Meeting - Houſe 
:Fewin-Freet, '( whom I ſucceeded there ) ail 
went to his ſpacious, decent Meeting-Houl 
in the 01d Fewry, newly eredted for him, whe 
ſtill by the good Providence of God, he «ii 
tinues to preach, notwithſtanding. his Ne 
neſs to Death again and again, with Rumoilll® 
alſo thereof. My Son did, as ſoon as mii 
be, made him a Viſit, which he receiv'd vii 
a great deal of Reſpect, as heretofore he will 
us'd to do, not ſparing to give him all ti 
good Counſel, and Encouragement imagine 
ble, Ce. Not long after this Mr. Shower nan 
me near Home, and took Occafion to congi 
tulate me upon my Son's ſafe Return to 
from Holland, expreſſing his Hopes and g 
Wiſhes concerning him, and withal told ns 


q what was in his Thoughts about him furthe 

4 viz. That tho? there was no ſuch great Ne 
3 of having any One to read the * Scriptures 
_ the Congregation, He, and Mr. Rogers dou 
5 the ſame alternately, yet that my Son mig 


2 


I bave bad Thoughts many Tears paſt, 109% 
ſome Arguments for the Publick Reading of th 
Scriptures on the Lord's Day to the Conga 
gation, 7 ſo much approve thereof, and lament nt 
Neglect; But the Lord has ſeen good to give 
uo Opportunity for it. | e -4_ 


kts Dt * * * 5 2 R N ö 
P f Ms I FEY " 


*. „ r — — — —— "ay « 


, * r v G 
* A * % * 
07 T4 r 


$$: p10y'd for the preſent, and further pre- 
= for, and led by Degreees to the Holy 
WS iftry, S.. He generouſly offer'd, that my 
night be a Reader of the Scripture for ſome 
ze in his Congregation, for doing of which 
ould want no due Encouragement by him 
his Congregation, While he ſhould be em- 
ad by them, and promiſing whatever might 
—_—_ is Power to his future Advancement, 
reof I had no Reafon to doubt, both from 
= Quality of the Promiſer, and the Manner 
is Promiſing; and am well ſatisfy'd, that 
_. Shower ſpoke nothing but what was in his 
rt then: All which I could not but much 
ire, as proceeding from great Affection 
* Reſpett in Mr. Shower to me, and my 
z even like that of a Brother to me, an 

of a Father to him; the which being rea- 
accepted on our Part, as it. was kindly. 
r'd on his, I thought I had a very great 

ſpe& of my Son's future Eminence and 
fulneſs, proportionable to his Education, 
ell as that I was ſatisfy'd, he could not 
better for the preſent 3 but he had not 
n with Mr. Shower, in this way, paſſing a 
ar, (more or leſs I cannot now remember) 
== what with Satan's Temptation, and his 
= Heart's Corruption, whether my Son, 
over-valuing his Education, impatient of 
higher 
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My Son's Life as well as that of my own, bas 
along bad in it much Trouble and Diſappoint- 
t, only with this Difference, be was apt al- 
ys to look bigh, and my Expe@ations never 
e [0, eſpecially ſince I arriv'd to any Maturity. 
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xxxvi The PREFACE. 
higher Preferment, and an unmeaſurable H 
ſice of being no longer chargeable to his 
ther, left Mr. Shower, evil Company got bd 
of him, who ſuited themſelves to his too mud 


Ye 


ambicious, and diſcontented Humour at H 


Time, promiſing him that he ſhould want 


Preferment. At that Time, I thought 
would have conform'd to the Ef451iſh'd C 
as he had been ſome Time before efſaying if 
even when under the Tuition of the Re. 


rend Mr. Robinſon, at Hungerford 3 by real 
of one, who was in Mr. Rob:yſon's Houſe ail 
Sub-Tutor, who did conform; which occailfi 
on'd ſome of the Pupils to enquire into iii 
State of that Controverſy, whereof my Sl 
was one; and having ſome Acquaintance ti 


with the Reverend Dr. Fleetwood, (now Lo 

Biſhop of St. Aſaph) writ a Letter to him, Wl 
the Reſolution of ſome Doubts about Wl 
Points of Conformity, the which that nal 


Right Reverend Perſon in Anſwer to my Sul 
Letter, writ ah Elaborate Epiftle, contain 


within a very little, two Sheets of Paper, i 


refed to my Son at Hungerford; in which 


Excellent Perſon ſhew'd his great Zeal forth 


* 


M 
4 
YE 


Church, wherein he makes ſo great a Figit . 
with all the Candor and Moderation im 
nable, whereof a brief Letter writ to 


Son ſomewhat after the larger, is a ſuffici 
Specimen, which is as follows, 1 
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> Mr. William Powell, at Mr. Black: - 7 
ſton's, in Newgate-ſtreet. 


Thank God: beartily (Mr. Powell) that be bath. + 
—_ made me any ways Inſtrumental in ſeitli your 
nd, and Niibdra wing you from 4 Va wbirb f 
4, in my Conſcience approve of; Had I Ira 
%. Souls 1 would venture them all in ibe 
:91unio!: of the Churcb of England, and not oe 
bem out of it ; J do not ſay this, u condemn- - 
( who differ from us, but as ſecure myſelf; 
eaſon and Revelation, and tbe Writings of the 
tient Cbriſtians can make me z I make great 3 
6 wances for the. Prepoſſeſſions of Editeation, and x 
. % and believe, will make much greatery 6 
ic full of Mercy, but wien pleaſes o open'our NF 3 
s, we muſt not withſkand bis good Pleaſure, 
take this World's Advautapes into Conſidera- 
3 that is the Thing you bave. as preſent to 
bat with, and be wbo bas given you already 4he 
7 to make. Reſolutions of Conformiug fully, 
I diſtruſt it not, give you the Grace to put 
i Execution, in Deſpight of all Temptations 
be rontrary; as for your being Orddin'd; I hope 
will never admit of it, "tell you cam bring 4 
Factory Proof, that ever any one manOrdamid 
bous the Impoſttion of Epiſcopal. Hands, till the 
s of Mr, Calvin, or thereabouts, which is far 
being ſufficient 10. ſecure ibe Mind again 
Reaſon, Authority, Praftice, and ' Example of 
WW be Chriſtian World, for more than 1500 Tears 3 
indeed, without any barder Cenſure, I am a- 
id this Matter bath not been confider'd tbo- 
ghly by our Diſſem ing = tbren. Tour Fathers _ 
| | 1 SI 


x 2 K 
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1 bave always bad a good Account of, and e 
cially, that be is @ ſober, @ vertubus, and 2 
derate Man, and he who is truly juch, will cer: 
ly be eaſy, that you ſhould follow ibe Convict ion 


0 
* 
+ ey 
* 


your Conſcience, and when you ſhall ( as I will = \ 


doubt but you always will) behave yourſelf reſell 
fully and dutifully to bim, notwithſtauding yl 
Difference of Opinions, God will ſo touch Wan 
Heart, as that he ſball be at leaſt content ( if n E 
well-pleas'd.) with you; eſpecially when be (nl 
fee you continue ſober, virtuous; and religious 
and not fierce in your Opinions, nor ' alter dn 
good Manners, or good Nature. I could not jul 
bear Anſwering your Leiter tbe Hour J recen 
it in, and therefore, if I bave over-look'd any thing 
in it, I would have you give yourſelf the Trou 
of Calling at my Houſe, to put me in Mind «f ii 
and of ſupplying you with what other Aſſiſi ance il 
am able 10 give you; as being ſincerely maſt gi 
to ſte w myſe lf, RS 


June 18. 1707. 
3 Afternoon. 


be -} 


. . IF 4 
Tour Affectionate Friend, li 


W. Fleetwoal 


Now what was it hinder'd my Son's 108 
Conforming, ſince he had a great Intereſt in 
many worthy Perſons of the Eſtabliſp'd Chu 
who much courted him; I know not fully Wn 
this Day; and as for myſelf (tho? to be (url 
I defign'd him in my Education of him 
mine own Way, yet as Dr. Fleetwood Un 
rightly gueſs in his Letter to my Son) ha, 
been ſatisfy'd, he had conform'd with 
Light, without reſpect ſo much to his 7 A 
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u, and liv'd a good Life, my Difappoint- 
at would have been much leſs-to, What L 
„J find it to be; nay, I ſhould have re- 
vced in God's making Uſe of him ſtill in 
Way (as I would have accounted; it) for 
ich from the Womb he was defign'd by me, 
4 whereunto, from his Childhood, he was 
lined himſelf; Nay, I ſhoald have thought 
cel to be the Occaſion of all his Faults 
a Miſhaps afterwards, if I had ſaid any 
iog urther than this, which all Perſons 
= $Scnſe and Conſcience would allow me to 
. as 1 di, when | thought he was about 
nforming: Son, ſee that you do. it not 2- 
13 yorr Light, and meerh for Preferment, 
that lam well ſatisfy'd, that I myſelf had 
e leaſt Influence upon him by Way of Re- 
aint therefrom, he knowing his Father's 
pigment and * Moderation in that Point 
ove any other; ſo that I can ſee nothing 
Pat might hinder him from Conformity to 
e Church of England, as by Law Eſtabliſh'd, 
t that he could not get over it ia his Con- 
T 2 ſci-nce,. 
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uw ſaid of the late worthy Mr. James 
Ven, Thas thoſe from whom be differ d in leſir 
bings, be was equally reſpeſtful to, and bad a 

cere Value for all Men of Piety and Peace ; 

jd was wont 10 ſpeak of the Reverend and Pinus 
ergy, with a juſt Deference, Where God (ſays 

E) loves as 4 Father, we mul as Breitren. 
in's Love us not confin'd 10 a Party. We are 
low - Labourers in one Vineyard; Fellow-Suldiers 
euer one General; Foint · Commiſſioners in oe 
pnvaſſy, His Life, p. 65. 
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bim, over what he found in taking othe 


David's Life having ſo many Infirmities, and ſon: 


for 8 TI \ * 
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as, 
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ſcience, hecauſe an Ways unleſs chat, wa 
Plain, eaſy, and open to him 3 and auff 
have been moſt ſutable and ad yantagious tl 


2 


Courſes, as afterwards he did to God's Dil 
nour, his own Trouble, and his Parents Gri 2 
and Shame. And I muſt needs ay this, nol 
withſtanding my Moderation towards all d 
fering from myſelf in leſſer Things vit« T 
a mature, deliberate * Subſcribing to Artidl 
ainft a Man's own Light, and Convitoul 
of Conſcience, is in my Opinion, worſe that 
a precipitate Falling into ſome Immoralitie 
whereof he had been ſometime guilty, ll 
Thus after my great Tryal, and a Serie 
of Diſappointments,. in this my only Son ann. 
Child, God ſees good ſtill to continue, nay 
encteaſe them; Br after this, inſtead of Col 
formity, he turns to the Court, where hn 
ſooner contracted the Guilt of Court-Sin 
than he could get the Advantage he deſigned 
For however he was fluſh'd with Flatteriiy 
and great Promiſes, nothing came thereof, be 
ſides Vanity and Villany. Thence he turn 
to the Army, ſeeking for Preferment there, 
yet nothing but Diſappointments did abideſ 
him there alſo. He went along with then 
Lord Cutts into Ireland, upon great Promila 
and 
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Some have been apt to think, that by r eaſon 


groſs Enormities, that be bad this CharaGter, \ i 
Mag after God's owa Heart, more upon the A 
count of his cordial, conſlaut, and firm Adheren« ot 
to inſtliuted Worſhip. | '-. 9 
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all Seeburg 75 uf nothing | came ther- 
* 5 5 907 Irc land on Kecommenda- | 
Duke o f Ormond, but all was  infige - 
1 c at aft ( he being in Di- 
ſa, and Neceſſit HAVING no e to buy 
1a Lieutenagt- Commit | Sug ſome time at- 
which he gat Acquaintance > with a 1 8 
Gentlewoman, Well accompliſb d in all 
ings that the World couats ſo 5 os 1 2 
dd DIY which I ken ot 1 
ach, marry'd ber without my 1 an 
lid to Nan but from Fe bruary to the 
= End of May, &c. She d dying as 15 ſuddenly 

Nit was his Lot afterwards to do, was diſap- - 

ated thereby of ber Fortune, which if ſhe. 

_ liy'd any lictle time Jonger, Fe would have 
joy'd ; ſo that there was only ſome good 
ouſhold Furniture, and a few Jewels, which 

wd but little more than to pay his Wife's 
ebts,that now became additional to his oWnzs 
(FJ chat nothing but Fruſtrations and Diſap». 
Pin ments ſtill attend him. 
After this, he comes. to be concern'd. with 
J other! in the lnyentin or at leaſt Improve- - 
ga fiery Engine, for the Service of the Go- 
rament, inſtead of Fire-Ships, but to 
uch more Advantage, in regard of Cheap» i 
ls, Expedition and eſtruction, Co My Sana 
as the only Perſon that got the. ,overnment -- 
d hearken to it, and a private Experiment 
as made * thereof in the Lord Halifax's' 
b 3 Bax. 5 
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1 7 find in my 8 Book t ] bave 
Fur an Account of every Days Actions, for about 30 


Hb this wes July 29+ 1297+ alout Noon. 
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Garden by Weſtminſter, in the Preſence of hi 4 } 
ſaid Lordihip, the Lords Sunderland and d 


mers, Sir Chriſtopher Wren, and others (I mf 
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ly done, and a publick Experiment was mall 
thereof on Black-beath , before the Duke Wl 
Marlborough, and divers others, Wherefol 
my Son waited a great While upon the lil 
Miniftry, expecting that either the Engin 
ſhould be us'd, which, in a little time, won 0 
have ſooa Tais'd, or recom penc'd bim; or e 
that he ſhould have a good Proviſion made fi 
him, upon Conſideration of his Fidelity, al 
that the Secret might remain with him; bull 
all he could get were good Words and Prom 
ſes, He follow'd the Duke of Marlborough ini 
Flanders, and accompany*'d him two of his ll 
Campaigns, that were conſiderable for Aion 
but all he got was only a Feather in his Cl 
to be a Titular Captain, and ſo return'd hon 
to me again (notwithſtanding all the Char 
I had been at in Equipping him forth) as poll 


— 


and unprovided for as ever; and 'tho* he 
tur n'd not richer, yet I hope (I may (ay) with 
than ever. For now he began to reflect on- 
former Folly, in leaving his Parents, be 9 
8 9 
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This was Wedneſday, March 17. 170. I 
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ei to Rambles, and in deſerting the 82. 
e Miniſtry whereunto he was educated, 
= ducing the laſt 3 Years of his Life within 
weeks, or thereabouts, viz. From the time 
came laſt from Flandert, which he ſpent” 
| at home, acting the Part of a Peniten- 
cy, oftentimes from Week's End to Week's 
o much as going out; ant when he did, 
Las moſtly to the other End of the Town, 
if Wing the preſent Miniftry about what might 
i done in Conſideration of his Caſe, which 
WW had printed, called The Caſe of Capt. Wil- 
m Powell ; but he bad little, except 
= ords, to the Day of his Death; which, ve 
dere mich to Heart for ng. 
oman with Child did more defire Delivery, 
an he did for an Opportunity of expreſſin 
elch s Duty, and Gratitude to his Friends, whom 


> knew he had been ſo very chargeable to, 
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* Great Offers were made to my Son from the 
ourts abroad, in Caſe be would diſcloſe the Secret, 
phich he never wou'd, partly (I believe) ſrom bis 

ove to bis Country, and partly knowing bow much 
was againſt it, baving told bim, that I would be 

vi ling to maintain bim all my Days; as 1 was able, 
iber might but content him. The French King 

1 154 Means ts decoy bim over to bim, 45 appears 
leiter in French, the Copy whereof I bave 

nce found among bis Papers. This is an Ape, it 
ens, that little regards Merit, and that which is 
ion amazing is, that it ſbould be overlook'd by 
W127, that bave themſelves been rais'd only by it 3 
who commonly uſe 10 bave @ Reſpec for Perſons, 
that, like ibemſelves, bave well deſerved» 
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by his late Courſe —he to, 
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Se, which be adde ab 
auer the 1 ras 10 RI 1.7 r 0 
during th ging aft ray from G 
and his Friend x of e been thele ; 1 
God. wand grant, be. 80 1 f 5:0 a 
Does end. Ways def, ore * 4; and at þ 
Ni r be Made MY 7 71 evil and bin 
it, is to rules the 0 
think) 18 e 28 in zul 
whereby the Lf Years off his Life within 
Weeks, he 2 175 endear d to us again, nol 
withfandipg he had ſery'd us ſp, and we 14 
as it were, forgotten all our Sufferings by hind 
fot from 8 Years old we had little nn * 
of his Company, in compariſon of what we had 55 
the laſt 3 Years, he bzing moſtly with ns; (ol 
that. I haye tho 7 55 my Prayers for hi all the_ 
time he was in Flanders, we xe anſwer' qnly, 1 
this, inſtead of any gr 12 Pretermeats in th 
Worid. I often pray d for him, when abſent 
tho” my dear an only Child, that 7 might W 
God pleas d) neuer ſee his Face again, une 
migbt be 10 God's Glory, and bis Parents Comſurt hl 
and therefore, when he return'd from Flanderiff 
poor, and as much to be 1 1 95 for as exe 
and as likely ſtill to be a further Charge to 
I was apt think, like Job, that G2 ranger 
dealt with me, and that: his Comi to Dia = 
rents in ſuch a Wachen again, d been < i * 
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= more ſutable, if L had been one of ſack 
Sina Affection to my Child, as to have 


aa to God, / might ſee bim once again, right 


ong, rich or poor, reform'd, or ure form d 3 
as | did not, it ſeem'd as if God laugh at 
rial of the innocent“, Fob 9. 23. Where- 


| WF, when nothing, which was in the leaſt ex- 


ed was like to be attain'd by him, it ſeem's 
ez Mortification of hiq, and an Oceafioit 
_ ting on the miſpent Fears of his Life 
21 to ze, 1 found how God was likely te 
er my Prayer, Not 10 ſee him (if be pleus u) 


it might be to bis Glory, and our Comfort. 


"WS truly God had brought me; and my Wife, 


only to be content, but thankful for out 
who had been loft, but nom found 3 dead, 


% alive 3 the? diſappointed of all, even 


neceſſary good Things of the World, as 
as the ſuperfluous and extraordinary. 


| 3 {oreover, that as this was moſt likely to 


=! the Anſwer of my Prayer for my Son 
Fc time before his Death, fo to be fur, 

his Death, I have been fully confirt'd 
it; not that I have been without in 
bts and Fears, even to Deſpondence {6 


wn M$ about the Eternal State of my 8d, 
e erein its very likely Satan hath had his 


a, who loves to be fiſhing in troubhies 
- Wa- 


. o * - — hand 
PX . * 


604 ſcorneib the Alegatiom of Innocency, ar 
ati estien and Plea of the most npright Man 

%s, in 4 way of Exemprion; or Prevention of 
and wife Diſpenſations, when be pleaſerb 10 - 
Op them, involving good and had in the ſame” 
TR" Calamity, Abbot in loc. 
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Waters) leaſt the Change that was u rouge 
in him ſhould prove only Moral, and li 
Convictions of Sin Rational, not Spiritual 
however, as 1 muſt, ſo I deſire to leave thi 
great Matter with God; but in the multitu 
of Thoughts, ſuch Thoughts do often takiliſ 
turn with me, and hard enough I find itY 
learn the diſuſe of what { have been near 
Years uſed to; viz. A Father of a Child, il 
now am Childlefs, notwithſtanding all wlll 
Suffering by his Sins and Suffe ringe, and th 
ne ver to be forgotten by me, yet till the fil 
Year he gone round (which the Lord ol 
knows whether I may ſee it) the Death of ln 
near and only a Relation, is like to be 
ſorrowful Companion of my Thoughts e, 
quarter of an Hour (as I believe) : And H 
can it be thought, that it ſhould be other 
with him, whom the Death of any, eſpe 
ally of an old Friend, or intimate Acqua 
ance, make Melancholy for a Year, as wal 
as remembred with ſome Bitterneſs all Wa 
Life long. K 
And more-eſpecially was the Death of n 
Son Tremendous and Awful to me, as it ea 
to paſs in the midſt of hopes and expettai 
on of his Recovery; for he had been herein 
fore, fix Weeks together, ſick of the ſame Ml 
lady, and recover*d, and the time of this 
laft Sickneſs was not quite a Fortnight ; nl 
was more than ordinary pleaiant in bis Co 1 
verſation juſt before his Death, and in ns 
than two or three Minutes was alive, ' lik 
much to have liv'd longer, and expird 
Talking with his Father and Mother in tn 
Room with him only, and none other, ll 
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he 
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vant being juſt gone down from warming 
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Wc Conſideration of this, together with 
Wy other Circumſtances, as my having as 
—_.pprcbeolon of his Death as he might 
Wc of his own, and therefore ſpending but 
le time with him in his Sickneſs, by rea- 
that my ordinary * courſe of Life-is to be 
the fore-part of the Day at my Study, ex- 
t the time that is ſpent at Family-Duty, 
| Meal-time, which is but once in 24 
urs ordinarily, and the Afternoon ſpent 
eceflary Vifics for the moſt part; and up- 
return Home in good time in the Even- 
„after Duty done in the Family, all the 
aining time between that and- going. to 
„is ordinarily ſpent by my ſelf in my 
cer, tho' ſince my Son's laſt + coming-from 
$7. rs, being ſo much at Home, and that 
vc cojoy'd him more truly than for ſeve- 
oY cars paſt; I was wont to allow him ſome» 

des an Hour, and ſometimes the beſt part 
an Hour, every Night before I went to 
d, for Converſation together, Which was 


| the Time, generally ſpeaking, that I 
* Id afford him; but, to be ſure, if I had 
„eehte his Time had been ſo near, I ſhould 


allow*d* 
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e Miniſter bath as many Eyes as Argus 

warch, as many Heads as Typheus to diſpoſe, 
L as many Hands as Briareus, be might find 
mployment enough for them all, _ E 8 
T Since Eight Tears old, what his being abroad, 
bool, and afterwards his Rembles, we little 
1 bin, till lately, © 
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allow'd him more: of my Time; tho 
upon any other account of leſs Coſiderai 

I. happen d alſo to be ingag'd the Day be 
his Death in publick Buſineſs, vi. T 
Preaching twice on a Week-day, viz. Tui 
whereby I was from Home that whole I 
by reaſan of my Preaching at the Momiff 
Lecture, then on the. ſame Day at an El 
ing Lecture; ſo the Day following, viz. il 
ne ſday the. ſecond: of December, whereinf 
dyed, I thought to have (after Religious 
ties, Studies, and Dinner were over) to hl 
ſpent the whole Afternoon with him, delhi 
ing to ſtay at Home all this Day, as 1 
but by that time IT had din'd, tho' it wlll 
Day in which 1 leaft expected Viſitan 
Divine Providence, which I defire to 
in all things, did ſo order it, that I had 
many come to me that Day, that all 
Time was taken up with them, as that nh 
Poor. Child, tho* longing to have ſome Cul 
verſation with his. Father, was deprit 
thereof all that Afternoon too 3 ſo ti 
when I came up to him, I had not paſi 

a quarter. of an Hour's Diſcourſe with hi 
before God took him away from us. 2 

A great and ſudden Stroke, indeed, nothin 

fo amazing as Changes ſo extream and ſi 
den, as this proved to bez and tho lan 
ſo tender a Nature, as I have already rept 
ſented my ſelf, and am known to be by tho 
who beft know me; yet God ſo ſupporii 
me, that I was able to Succour my aged all 
ſorrowful Wife; and tho I thought I cus 
not have. perform'd Prayer in my Fu 
chat Night, (having before my $on's Dei 
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ar Cloſer Prayer) aud thereſcre integgd 
o have ſent for a- Religious Neighbor 
ave pray'd in my Family for me, yet 1 

came my ſelf (thro“ the Lotd's Help) 
did my felf Pray as afore-time, only as 
ing in n Apo 


i: 
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what it ought to have been; becauſe 1 
e not been, as I ſhould have thought L 
nt have been, if H could have bad a pro- 
of my Tryal before it eamez ſor except 
two Lord's Days after the Death of my 
„ I have been ‚thé“träly Sorrowfül) ye 
able of labouring in the Vineyard and 


g the Duties of my Relation. 
herefore I beg the Prayers of my * god- 
Reader, for the Sanctification of all m 
lictions, ſome whereof he hath been ma 
ible of, as well as this great late one: 
h a Fruſtration and Diſappointmetit in an 
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If any one Author that 1 ſhould read, ſhould 
ci! that of me, and ſuppoſing he was altve, 1 
ot, a ] fear too many do, look upon it on- 

ps 4 thing of courſe, and kind of Comple ment; 

J would look upon bis Requefl, as I do upon 

the verbal Requeſis of my Friends, an obliga- 
| 10 Pray for them, at leaf" on the Evening of 
t Day they made yheir Requeſt unto me. 
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—— 
only ed by the Remar kables in 
ed in this Preface (and many more th 
could mention) did (which is all 1 can 
to it) appear more unlikely than lik 
And all. that could be any ground of I \ 
and Jealouſic to me, in the midft of ſuch 
. £ouragements,, that I bad concerning my i 
was God's Sovereignty, bis own corrupt 
ture, his finful Parents, Satan's | Malig 
and the evil Age in which we live 1 1 
that both God and Satan have their 4 
rent Ends, Satan to ſhake my Faith in 
: Jigion, and that he might have the gif 
- Advantage of ſuggeſting to me unſvit 
Thoughts about the Being and Benefis 
of God, c. God's Ends is the Humblin 
me, trying the Truth and Strength of i 
| rant we and that 1 muſt only have him il 
me in his Work, and no one (as I tho 
my Son once might have been) to be a Þ 
ner with me And this. I hope (I cant 
Brace ſay) that, tho' I have been temp 
to it, yet never could entertain the lea 
flecting Thought of God, but rather cou 
there was profound Wiſdom, great Goodit 
and exemplary Len the in his ſingular De 
5 ng with ny as I was the ere a Cl 
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_ » Job, cap. 32. ver. 2, 9. Where be ſer 
De at a great loſs about God's Providence 4t 
. bim, and could not underſtand the meanitl 
;  #ty ner find ous the particular of bis Troubi Wi 


Fu Sits for which 6 God was provot'd to Contend! 
an. 
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iich Opinion L have deen wolf incline inclin'd 
_ notwithſtanding. the Doctrine of Goc 


A and what ſome ſay; all Suffer- 
8 — — Sin 3 but all Sufferiogs are not 


Sin, becauſe, /tho? Im .conſeiqus tor my 
1 haye the Character of. am hogeſt Man 
the World, as much as any may have had, 
d have been a Profeſſor of Religion rom 
y Childhood, yet am, convincd, chat my 
n, who is now dead and gone, — 
ore falſly with me than I have with my God, 
ſome things that have more immediately 
ncern'd himſelf than others; the Reflecti- 
x whereof hath been one of che bitteteſt 
gredient in this Cup, ot Portion of Affli- 
ion. on 390 i 
Again, The Wildom #$4-G0adcrt of God 
ave partly ſeen already, and do believe I 
all more ſee, in God's raking my Son foam 
e at ſuch a time, and ig fuch'a ner as 
e did; notwith ſtanding l and otheryy i this 
aſe, are apt to preſcribe unto God; chat it 
ad been much better, if our Children may 
dt live longer than our ſelves, and prove. 
eu, that God would be pleas'd rather to 
ive us no Children at all, or rather take 
hem away before our A ffections be ingaged 
o them, or our Ex pectations raisꝰd concern» 
ng them; but we are poor ſhort- ſighted 
Creatures, and no wiſe fit to be our own 
hoofers; and we ate to conſidet that God's 
Wlory is the ultimate end of all Things; and 
o be be glorified of us in al Thives, whether 


e are gratify'd or no: We Rave fm real 3 


hriſtians) that which we OY pray d [1 8 . 4 
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and pb 7s the Thief! CT oxen 
.\\\Y with Tale is next thereuato, the Feten 
Wi . the Chriſtian Reader) of the bs a 
Will this Book, wherein I have'approv'd' my þ 

to Goꝗ (as I dare to ſay) te my on ol 2M 
2 and en fo IP Plain, 4 1 


Vel r ?% COU 


718 1 


. 2 mA 0 Qt; eie % _ 
ff 4 | My poor < Son, ſi ſ nee 115 _— Bon the 1 1 
4 . 5 gv God „ Vord, turning him ro Court u I 
Camps together with my 410 it iſo 77 ; 
v4 Heart, were the me angiof F i becomi 9 
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ISAIAH lvi. 5. 

ben unto them will I give in mine 

ole, and within my Walls, 4 

Place, and à Name better than of 

ons and Daughters : I will give 
em an Everlaſtins Name, that 

all not be cut off. 


Aving preach'd (my Chriſtian 
Friends) many a Sermon to 
you in my Time, now give me 
Leave to preach a Sermon, Or 

o, unto myſelf, and my poor Yoke- 
ow, When that in ſome Part or othet 
reof, and in ſome Reſpect or other, 

ay be a Preacl ing to you all, as 
Mas to ourſelves in particular. In 
the Time of our Marriage, God has 
In pleas'd to give us Tre Male Chil- 
WF: hich he has allo ſeen good to taxe 
ay. And O that we could ſay from 
> Heart as Job, (Chap. 2. 21.) The 
4 2:42-th, and the Lord taketh away, 
ed be the Name of the Lord; ſince 
rreely gives, and juſtly takes away. 
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Next to the Afflictions of my You 
Corruptions of my Heart, and Tenn 
'tions of Sata n, W hereof ! had ſo ci | 
Experience, and the Death of my dal 
Mother in my Manhood, none of 


like this, the Lord having now col 


touch'd me in a moſt ſenſible Part, x 


3 
\ = 
20 


Perſonal,or Family Tron blcs bave H 
near to me in his Judgments, and lili 


in a few Minutes did ſuddenly diſl\f 
the Union between the Soul and Boll 
Parents, and an only Child, to the Fil 
ſtrating of my Expectation from 
after Thirty three Years Care, Cl 
and Sorrow. God hath written? 
Childleſs, O let him not write us 
leſs; but give unto us his only Wl 
who: hath taken from us our only 
and fo give us a better Name tha 
Sons and Daughters. 
The Text (you ſee) is taken 
of the Old Teſtament; the Bu 
"whereof are either Hiſtorical, Dod 
nal, or Prophetical, to which lu 
the Text belongs, and the Prop 
cal Books were written either by 
greater, or leſſer Prophets. The 1 
is among the greater Prophets, will 
greater Prophets wrote either, 1. 


* 3 9 r ** 22 
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e the Captivity of Babylon, or near 
pn, and under the ſaid Captivity. 
ey who prophecy 'd before the Cap- 
ty of Babylon were 1/aiah and Fere-. 
„, and our Text is Part of /ſaiab's. 
pbecy, who is equal to, or greater 
2 all the twelve leſſer Prophets in 
Number of Verſes: An Excellent 
WP phccy in many Reſpcas: 
%, The Author, or Peaman of it 
as that Eminent Prophet J/aiab, Ch. 
1. His Name in Hebrew imports The 
vation of God, How appzktely ac- 
modated to him, that ſo wonder- 
y reveals Chriſt, who is Goa's Sal- 
„Mn. © 
ene, The Subject Matter of this 
dpaecy is excellent, much of it being 
nt in ſweeteſt Cordials and Com- 
ts to the Church of God, promiſed. 
reference to the Times of the New 
Lament, and in many Evangelical 
dictions of Chriſt the true Meſſiah, 
W 1<crncl of the Covenant, of all the 
nic, and of the whole Scriptures. 
mirdly, The Manner of it: His Pro- 
cy is laid down eloquently, cer- 
ly, pathetically, and lively. 


C 4. Feurthly,. 
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| Fourthly, This Prophecy of Tail 4 
hath always been of higheſt Accouf 
with all Sorts; Chriſt and his AM 
ſtles highly eſteem'd this Book, and. 
oftner alledg'd in the New Teſtame 
than any one Book of the Old Tet 
ment beſides, except the Palms. 
In this ad mirablz Prophecy is, 
1. The Inſcription. * 
2. The Sabſtance of the Prophecy 
ſelt; which is chieffy (1.) Keprehi 
ry, Chap. 1. f 13. (2. ) Mina 
Chap. 13. 4 35, (3) Nerratory, CH 
36, 1% 40. (4. ) From f Chap. if 
to the End of the Book whereof tiff 
- Lext i 2 
This Chapter conſiſts of X Mercy 20 
Judgment: Mercy, Ver. 1, — 8. Judy 
ment, Fer. 9, ---- 12. The Text i 
fers to the former, wherein we har 
i. An Exhortatiou to Juſtice in if 
gard of Chriſt's Coming, T. I amplify! ; 
by a Bleſſing pronounc'd on thole th 
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* To the Sweetn:ſs of the Promiſes, God fil 
adjuyneth the Tartnejs of the Menaces, ſoure a 
jweet makes the beſt Sauce: Promiſes and [bred 3 
nings mingle, ſerv? 19 keep the Heart in the# 
Temper. Trap. Do 
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bo, and perform other Duties; 

=. 

2. A Removal of Diſcouragements 

m ſuch, as might thiak themſelves 

laded from any Share in the Blef- 

5 promiſed, as Strangers and Eu. 

„% ev. 3. By particular Promiſes, 

) To Religious Eunuchs, of a Re- 
1pence for their Corporal Barren- 

, v. 4, 5. (2.) To Religious Stran- 

„ of Admiſſion and Acceptance, 

6, 7. The Text 1s a gracious Pro- 

| le to Religious Eunuchs, of a Recoms.- 
Ice for their Corporal Barrenneſs, 

Want of Children. Read the 
Wc-coing Verſes with the Text, Ver. 

| 4, 5* 

Wn the Text we have conſiderable -. 

us, | 

1. The Promiſer, and that is God, 

o is able, faithful, and willing to 

form what he promis'd. Mau eats-. 
Words, ſays and unſays; where 

Wc (ſays the Apoſtle ) * Let n hold 

the Profefſion of our Faith without 

nvering ( for he rs faithful that pro- 
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2. The Perſons, to whom the P.M 


miſe is made, expreſs'd in the Relat 
[ them 37] for the Antecedent when 
of ſee in the preceding Verſe, For oil 
ſaith the Lord unto them that tee i 
Sabbat he, and chooſe the Things that 2 
me, and take hold of my Covenant. Ve 
And chooſe the Things that pleaſe iii 
i. e. That obſerve my Command 


not by Cuſtom, nor Force, nor rei 
but by Free Choice and Ful Conſeil 
with Love to, and Delight in the 
And take hold of my Covenant, i. 
That reſolvedly, and ſtedfaſtly kl 
the Conditions of my Covenant. 
3. The Matter of the Promiſe, or 
Thing promiſed 3 Even unto them 
give in mine Houſe, in my Ten 
to ſerve me there as Prieſts, whiff 
* Eunuchs were not allow'd to (8 
Lev.21.17. Deut. 23, 1. And within 
Walls, in the Courts of my Ten 
wh 


* Eunuch, A gelded Man, whereof our 
viour makes three Sorts. 1. Eunuchs 9 
ture, ſo born. 2. By Neceſſity, being mall 
Men. z. By the Gift of Continency from 
Theſe may live unmarried without Hutt 
th ir Salvation; all Others beſides are d 

to Marriage. See Mas. 19, 12. I Cor, , 
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ich were compalled with Walls 
is ſeems to be added with reſpect. 
te people, who were admitted in- 
te Court; but not into the Houſe 
if, A Place, and 4 Name, better than 
v5, * and Daughters ; I will give 
n Everlaſting Name that ſhall not 
Wl ct of; i. e. A far greater Bleffing 
ad Honour than that of having Po- 
rity, which was but a Temporal 
Mercy, and that common to the worſt 
Men, even my Favour, and my Spi- 
and Eternal Felicity. Poole in Loc. 
a] wo Points of Doctrine JI raiſe from 


Jace, 
1 Doctrine I. 
God ordinarily compenſates to his 
People the Abſence, or Want of 
leſſer with greater, of Temp3= 
ral with Spiritual and Eternal 


Bleſſings. 


Doctrine II. 


It has pleas'd the Lord graciouſly 
to promiſe to his People who are 
Child- 


— — 


9 Nomen in Mundo præſtantiſſimum. 
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The Lord has bin graczouſly pleas 


1 ſhall handle the Former, tho! it is 
the Latter I principally intend : 


Goa ordinarily compenſates to, 9, 


Childleſs ( that is to fay } wi 
never had Chilaren, or nel 
may have, or having had an 
are now aepriv'a of many, mil 
or all of them, a better, greater 
or more excellent Name, hail 
that of being the Parents of fi 
numerous Off- ſpring : 


Or thus, 


70 promiſe a better Name thanff 
that of Sons. and Daughters 
to thoſe who never had, or hav 
ing had, are nom aepriv'd ff 


them all by Death. 


— * ow: 21 
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Doctrine I. 


# 


makes his People amends, fit 
the Abſence, or Want of 410 
| win 


e not2 
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with preater, of Temporal with 
Spiritual and Eternal Bleſſings. 


W 1 will endeavour firſt to demon- 
ate, and then apply it. 


I. 1 will demonſtrate the Point in 
eſe Particulars. 


Firſt, God compenſates many times the 
Vence, or Want of Bodlily Health with 
ul Health, or a Spiritual Sound Conſti- 
tion: Nothing more common than 
Wckneſs to Saints in this World, they 
e no more exempted from that, than 
m any other Affliction, or Croſs ; 
either Greatneſs nor Goodneſs can 
empt from Sickneſs; no, not from 
re, or mortal Sickneſſes; namely 
, David, Flezekiah, which latter 
a5 ſick of the Plague, as is thought, 
id may be probably gather'd from 
7.21, So that it ſeems a good Man 
17 have the Plague, and dye of it 
o ( as did Oecclampadins, Franciſe 
Junius, Chimedentius, Mr. Stafford, 
r. Greeaham, Mr. John Blackwell and 
r. Teremy Burroughs) notwithſtand- 
that Patent for Preſervation, Pſal. 
: 91. 
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51. All ſuch Promiſes being Cond 
tional, as was alſo the following S»lii: 
tence, For thou ſhalt dye, and not I 
and ſo Hezekiah underſtood it; ef 
he would not have pray'd as he d 
that it might not be accompliſh'd. 
And as Job, David, Hezekiah, chi 

Saints were obnoxious to Diſeaſes if 
Diſtempers, ſo Laz#rus whom Chilli: 
call'd his Friend, John 11. 3. Behn 

he whom thou loveſt is ſick. Auſtin 28 
the Queſtion, * If he was lov'd hi 
came he to be ſick? Why it ſeems iff 
the outward Accideats of Life, Gf 
would make no Difference ; tis uſu 
Lt Providence, that they who hai 
molt of God's Heart, feel moſt of li 
Hand. Paul had a racking Pain, whid 
he expreſſes by a Thorn in the Fi 
2 Cor. 12. 7, 8, 9. Which Some half 
ſuppos'd to be the Gout, the Stone, tiff 
Strangury, Inward Ulcers, or ſome ſud 
like Diſeaſe ; of which Mind ts Gyr 
among the Fathers; fo Epaphredit 
&c. All theſe were corrected by 
Lord, that they might not be condemn 
with the World. And how often 9 


7 


EEO 
— —— —„— 
— 


„Si amatur quomodo infirmatur. 
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a made ſuch amends with ſpiritual 
auth. They who have had weak 
ſickly Bodies, have had holy and 
Wy Souls, whereof Gaim is a molt 
0:5 Inſtance in Sacred Writ, who 
Ad a flouriſhing Soul in a languiſhing 
ay, 3 7% 2. Beloved, I wiſh above 
Pings, that thou may'ſt proſper, and 
„Health, even as thy Soul proſpereth. 
hat thou may*ſt proſper * ) according 
the Greek it is, That thou may'lt 
make a good Voyage of it, and come 
ſafe and found to thy Journey's End; 
Even as thy Soul proſpereth ) by the 
ing of him that dwelt in the Buſh. 5 
ut. 33. 16. Now the Soul proſpers, 
hen it has cloſe Communion with _ #3 
dd, and enjoys the Light of his loy- 


Ih, - : 

is countenance, preferring his Fa- 
ur before the World's warm Sun. 3 
[> Many | 4 


18 : 1 or” 


That thou mayſt proſper, uod 8 O, of e and 
O, That thou may'ſt take a good Way, go well, 
Metaphor from Trayellers. This Word is 
d Rom, 1. 10. where Paul prays, that he 
Wy hve 2 proſperous Fourney to the Romans; 
n thence it is tranſlated to all Proſperity 

atloever. 1 Cor. 16, 2, We ule to ſay in 4 
mmon Speech, How doth ſuch an One goon? 1 
at 15, How doth be proſper? Leigh in Loc. 
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Many have had thriving and vigor 
Souls in weak and conſumptive Bodi 
as It is a very common, yet a very 
and true Obſervation, That Men 
ſtrong, healthy, active and lively wall 
dies, have weak, lame, ſickly and (ou 
ful Souls: © Ah! wretched Sin 
* (/aith * One) when under Obi 
„ tions to ſerve thy God beſt, tl 
* forgetteſt him molt ; and proſtitui 
de thy Health to the Service of till 
„ Luſts; how does the Health af 
_ ©. Eaſe of one Day, deſerve the vi 
c vice and Thankfulneſs of thy wh 
© Life! but, alas! inſtead of th 
ce thou makeſt him to ſerve with! 
* Sins, and lay'ſt the Firſt-Fruits 
te thy Time and Strength upon 
“ Devil's Altar. But now adays! 
© Reverſe of this may be wiſh'd, f 
ing to molt People, O that yu 
* Souls might proſper as your Bod 
do. Such an improved and vl 
grown Chriſtian was this holy | 
Gaius, that our Apoſtle makes 
proſperous State of his Soul, | 
* Meaſure of all that Proſperi 
33 wil 
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* Mr. Burkitt on 3 Fokn 2. 
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which the one could wiſh, or the o- 
Wk her-defire: 7 2 
ccondly, God ſometimes compenſates, 
makes amends the Abſence, Loſs, or 
nt of Temporal Riches with Spiritual, 
. Ic is far better to be rich 
Grace than in Gifts; in Godlineſs 
i in Gold ; in Goodneſs than in 
ods: It is far better to be rich in 
ve than in Land; in Righteouſneſs 
an in Riches; in Mercy than in Mo- 
A proſperous State is more dan- 
ous than an adverſe, and a plenti- 
than a poor. Who ever was richer 
ain Adam in Paradiſe ? who ever 
orer than Job on the Dunghill? yet 
Paradiſe Satan worſted Adam, when 
Pon the Dunghill Job worſted Satan. 
othing more common, than for Po- 
rty to be the Lot of thoſe, whoſe 
Sus inherit Subſtance. As there are 
Mc World's Poor, ſo there are Chriſt's 
D oe 


W —_— 
— „„ th. < — 


n—_—_— 


= 1ho' God's People are for the moſt pa: 
_wardly poor, yet they are inwardly rich; 
o' they are poor in Temporals, yet they 
rich in Spirituals; tho? they have little in 
ad, they have much in Hope; little in Polſ- 

on, all Things in Reverſion. Mr. Freche, 
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. thren, not many Wiſe, not mary mighty 
ſent Hour we both hunger and thirſt, ul 


certain Dwelling-Place. O how pull 


Cc. 


Swans, and thinly ſcatter'd in the Firmamiy 


r 


Poor. The Poor ( ſaith Chriſt) » 3 
have always with you, Mat. 26. 1 
1 Cor. 1. 26. Behold your Callirs, Bill 


&c. 1 Cor. 


4. 11. Even unto this 


are naked, are buſfetted, and have 


were thoſe holy and heav'aly On 
thoſe believing and beloved Ones! ai 
yet the pooreſt Saint that breatli 
will not exchange (were it in ll 
Power) that which he hath in H 
and in Reverſion, for the Poſſeſſion 
as many Worlds as there be Scars if 
Heaven, or Sands on the Sea- ſho 
The Riches of poor Saints af 
durable, they will bed and board wi 
them, they will go to the Priſon, t 
a Sick-bed, to a Grave ; yea, to Ha 
ven with them. Rev. 2. 9, Luther u 
Calvin were poor; Hera, 
| Lacta 


— — _ — 


n ͤ ͤ W —— 


Good Nobles (ſaith one) ars like Bl 


of a State, even like Stats of the firſt Magi 
tude, yet ſome God hath had in all Ages, 
might be ſhew'd out of Sacred Hiſtory, as4 
ham, Jacob, Fob, Solomon, Feboſhaphat, &c. 


0 


n OE VE" „ „* 0. 
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M74 dy'd poor; Dod for many + 
ars together, had nothing but Pro- 
Vence to live upon. Ainſworth (they 
) had but Nine Pence per Week 
live upon. Fwrally, Saints have as 
uolars, poor * Commons here, be- 
ge they muſt ſtudy hard to go to 
aven. | | | 
Thirdly, God many times compenſates 
Abſence, Loſs, or Want of Worldly 
pour and Dignity with Spiritual; nay, _ 
amy and Reproach, with either a Vin- . 
ation of their Innecency, ſometi nes in 
Horld, or an cpen and publit l Vindi- 
ion of their Innocency at the laſt Day. 
ey who have a little Name on 
rth, may have a great Name in Hea- 
; and they who have a bad Name 
ong Men, may have a good Name 
th God and Angels.  Keproach hath 
ken my Heart, {aid David. Pſalm 
20. The defamed Chriſtian hath 
s Cordial by him, For our Rejoycing 
%s, the Teitimony of our Conſcience, 


93 that 


— 


m 


* The Want of External Affluence of 

rluly Goods, God compeaſates with the 
ernal Influences of Divine Grace, 2 Cor. 

bo, Trapp, 4 RP Su 
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that in Simplisiiy and goaly Sinceriry ii 
with fleſhly MWiſciom, but by the Grag 
God, we have had our Converſation in iii 
World. Who would detire a berg = 
Jury to acquit him, than God, and 
own Conſcience. Thoſe which hay 
good * Conſcience have not alway; 
geod Name. The Old Serpent ſpits ii 
Venom through the Mouths of wick 
Men: If Satan cannot ſtrike his fl 
Darts into our Conſcience, - he 
put a dead Fly into our Name. Tha 
was no Age in the World, but Goff 
People have been more or leſs opp} 
briouſly termed  . Elijah the Trou 
of Iſrael, Job was repreſented as WW 
Hyporrite, even by his Friends toi 
Paul, a Peſtilent Fellow, and a Mover 
Sedition. Our bleſſed Saviour ml 
call'd a Samaritan, a Sorcerer, a Glut 

a Wine-Bibber , 4 Friend of Publica 
and Sinners, and one that had a De 
Mat. 11. 19. John 8. 48. The Pei 
of God are repreſented to the Wor 
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* Mr. Vatſon. | 

+ Athanaſius was call'd Satanaſius; Gun 
was call'd Cotriau; Calvin was call'd Gal 
Luiber was called Tuba Rebellioniss 
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very ſad manner: How ſtrangely 
s a Saint look, when he is put in 
Devil's Dreſs, as thoſe Primitive 
Wriſtians, that were cloathed with 
ar Skins, and painted with red De- 
s. But God will either clear his 
ples Innocency here, which he has 
mis'd, P/ alm 37. 6. And he ſhall 
forth thy Righteouſneſs as the Light, 
Wy Tudo ment as the Noon- nay; 10 
Wt tho' thy good Name may be in 
loud, yet it may not ſet in a 
ud; or elſe at the Day of Judg- 
nt, then there ſhall be a Vindication 
Names. Believe it, as God will 
ke Inquifition for Blood, fo for 
ames; O what a bleſſed Day will 
at be, when God himſelf ſhall be 

Saints Compurgator. _ So, many, 
o have been deſervedly dignify'd in 
urch and State, and becauſe they 
dald not change with the Times, 
a: rclinguih their Principles, nor un- 
Phat they have done, have been 
priv'd of their Titles and Places, de- 
aded, and evil requited, yet their 
ames for all this, ſhall be perpe- 
ated to Poſterity, had in everlaſting 
membrance, and God will honour 

D 232ö—ñ 
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them more than Men have diſhonuf 
them. If Men falfly accuſe us, & 
will clear us, if they condemn wil 
will juſtify us; if they degrade uz, 
will honour us. = 
Fourthly, God compenſates his b 
Loſs, or Want of Friends and Keluil 
either with ſome other and better, ol 
with himſelf, who is to be all in al 
aſter, and why not here, A Man of 
have many Friends at one Time, 
when the Tryal comes, not one 
ſtand by him: For Friends may cha 
and prove inconſtant, and turn il 
Foes, or they dye, and a Man iff 
live fo long as to outlive his Friet 
and fo to be left (as we ſay) &a 
No one to adviſe him, comfort, 
ſympathize with him How main 
God's People in this World, are! 
phans, Fatherleſs, Motherleſs, 
Friendleſs; but what tho' thou 
no Friend in the World, ſo long 
thou haſt him that made the V 
to be thy Friend, thou then canſti 


„ 


ꝶ—ͤ— 1 


— 
— — 


* Faithful Friends are for the moſt 
gone in Pilgrimage in this Age, and thei 
turn is uncertain Bp. More tan. 
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nt a Friend: For He is a prudent 
end, an All- ſufficient Friend, a rich 
jend, a faithful Friend, an ever-living 
dan everlaſting Friend; ; and Who 
as ſoon ceaſe to be, as ceaſe to be 
riend to his People. He is the On- 
Friend that loveth always, Prov. 17. 
Creature-Comforts are but bro- 
n Ciſterns: Ciſterns, they can't hold 
ich; broken Ciſterns, they can't 
1d what they have long. In the Ab- 
ce of Friends God many times is 
pſt preſent; and when they have 
Jen leaſt kind, he has been moſt ; 
en they have frown'd, he has ſmil'd; 
d when they have forſaken us, whe- 
er by their Affection, or Life failing, 
en has our God been pleas'd to viſit 
, and who hath ſaid, he will * never 
de, nor forſake us, Heb. 13. 5. A 
iend at need (we ſay) does Gold 
ceed; and ſuch is God. For when 
e have Friends in this World, many 
times 


n A 
. 


* There are five Negatives in the Greet, 
aſſure God's People? that he will neyer 
rſake them. It may be render'd according 
the Greet, I will not not leave thee, Wen 
I not not forſale thee. 
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times they are at greateſt Diſtanclif 
when we may ſtand in greateſt nei 
of them; but God is a preſent Hei 
in Time of Trouble, and when Trof 
ble is near, he is not far. O then | 
us not count ourſelves Friendleſs, hoy 
Friendleſs ſoever we be, ſo long as 
have ſuch a Friend. 2 | 
Fifthly, God can, and often does, cons 
penſate his Peoples Want of Civil Libeyff 
with Spiritual, Paul, Peter, and Je 
the Divine, had Experience of this # 
It is ſaid, God was with Foſeph in 
Priſon ; a Priſon. it feems, could not 
keep God from him. The Apoſtle 
and Martyrs witneſs this, whoſe Pri 
ſons by God's Preſence became PalaW.. : 
ces; the Fiery Furyace a Gallery 0 
Pleaſure; the Srocks a Muſick-Schoo|, 
Acts 16. 25. Bleſſed Bradford, at 
Holy Martyr of Exgland, after he wa 
put in Priſon, had better Health than 
before: And I have had it from f 
| | vera 


8 — Dn 
— e ? 


„God knows how ſoon we may be caft it 1 
to Priſon (as Joſeph was, and as ſome of wif © 
already have been) God's Preſence with us 
if we be but Foſepbs, hath been, and will be, 


our beſt Cordial. 


? 
1 
» 


F Ee! "Ong „ — — 8. * _— 8 . 


* 


I SONS and Dancuress, 21 


ral of my very good F riends and 
timate Acquaintance, who had been 


iſoners in the Late Times of Per- 
ution, in the Reigns of the Late 
ings * Charles and James the Second, 
at did experience what I here ad- 
ance. God was not pleas'd to ho- 
dur me with thoſe Priſon-Experien- 
but wonder fully reſcu'd Þ me out 
ny Perſecutors Hands, when I have 
en in them; particularly one Time, 
hen I was in Cuſtody of a Juſtice of 
eace, notwithſtanding the Conſtable 
nd others interrogating the People 
aken at the Meeting, who was their 
rieſt or Parſon? the Juſtice himſelf 


Inſver'd them to this Effect, that they 


izht be ſure it was me; and yet 
ound me but in common with the 
ther People, and ſo I eſcap'd by for- 

feiting 


— 


So debauched were the Days of Abab, 
(27th One ) that it was hard to find a bad 
Un in Priſon, and a good Man our, 

+ My OWn Mother, a Woman little Book. 
arn'd, but of good Natural Parts, great Ex- 
erience in the T hings of God, had little elſe 


put a Prophetick Spirit in Dreams, and fore- 
did that 1, ( her Son,) might be taken, but 


ſhoul:] never be in Priſon. 
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feiting my Recognizance. The lM © 
tyr could fay, I was in Priſon til 
in Priſon, Experience hath taig 
many this, That they have never be 


mere at Liberty in Mind and Spie 
than when the outward Man hath ball © 


molt under Reſtraint and Confinemt 
Where the Spirit of the Lord is, ther 
Liberty.“ Liberty is oppoſed to thy 
| * Things, 1. Neceſſity, where 
| Spirit of God dwells in a Man, | 
| „% puts him from that Neceſlity 
j * Sinning, which he was under | 
1 © fore. 2. Coattion and Conran 
| £ ſuch an One doth nothing by Ford 
| „ and from a Principle without, bi 
| « from an inward Þ Inſtin& and ln 
| & pulſe, AY) Soul followeth hard ail 
| &« thee, ( ſaith David) Pſalm 63.1 
« 3, Keſtraint, When God ſets a Mi 
6 eat Liberty, he enlarg eth his Hen 
< Pfalm 118 | _— 

Sixthly, God hath, can, and dul 
oftentimes compenſate Bodily Blinant 
and Deafneſs, with a Cuickneſs, a 
Vivacity of Spiritual Senſes , ſo 124 


ther 


K* 6 


* Leigh in Loc. 
+ Life is a SeIf-moving Power, 


Sh 


ae. 
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=: ha; been notwithſtanding the Des 


„ (rion, or Depravatiun of the B odily 


ſes, the vigorous Exerciſe of all the 
ritual Senſes :* viz. A Hearing the 
et Charms of Goſpel-Grace, a See- 
> the Sun of Righteouſneſs, a Smelling 

Odors, and holy Unction of Chriſt, 

aſting how good and gracious the 
rd is, and a Handling the Word of 
e itſelf. As for that of Bodily 
indneſs many Inſtances * might be 
dught (if there was more Neceſſity 
reof, and that this Book might not 
ell too much, and my Leiſure would 
rmit) how wonderfully God has 
pply'd the Defect of Eye-ſight, not 
| | only 


mne. 
— —IUH-— — 
* 9 


A Blind Boy that had ſuffer'd Impriſon- 
nt atiGlouceſter,not long before was brought 
Biſhop Hooper, the Day before his Death, 
om after the Biſhop had examin'd of his 
ith, and the Cauſe of his Impriſonment, 
held him very ſtedfaſtly, and with Tears 
nding in his Eyes, ſaid unto him, Ab! poor 
y, God has taken from; thee thy outward Sight, 
n what Conſideration, be in his Divine Wiſe 
1 beſt knows; but hath given rhee-another Sight 
geh more precious; for be hath endu'd thy Soul 
W'* the Spirinual Eye of Underfianding. Fox's 
hes and Monuments, | 
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only with Spiritual, and what is milf 
better; but alſo in other Facultif 
 Hath God taken away thine Eye 
But has he not given thee abund; 
Supplies in other Faculties? Are 
thy inward Senſes the more quid 
Thy Memory ſtronger ? thy Fa 
more active? thy Underſtanding m 
apprehenſive ? The Wonders that 
have heard and read, of blind Me 
Memories, were not eaſy to belt 
if it were not obvious to. concen 
that the Removal of all Diſtrattio 
gives them an Opportunity, both 
a careful Repoſition of all deſired ( 
jects, and of a ſure Fixedneſs of th 
where they are laid: Hence we he 
ſeen it come to paſs, that ſome bl 
Men have attained to thoſe Perf 
ons, which their Eyes could nh 
have feoffed them in. Very rematl 
ble is that our Eccleſiaſtical Story 
ports of Didymus of Alexandria, vi 
being blind from his Infancy, tl 
his Prayers and diligent Endeavoi 
reach'd unto ſuch an high Pitch 
Knowledge in Logic, Geometry, Ai 
metick, Aſtronomy, as was admir'd 
the Learned Maſters of thoſe Ari. 
| 
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ly 


d for his rare Infieht into * Divini- 
„was by great Athanaſius approv'd 

'be the DoRor of the Chair in that 
nous Church. Ruffinus Eccl. Hiſt. 
2. c. 7. We need to doubt leſs of 
is Truth, ſince our own Times have 

clearly ſeconded it, in yielding di- 

rſe worthy Divines. Many excel- 

t of God's Szers, who have been 

reay'd of Bodily Eyes, as Mr. Fiſher 

Trinity = Colledge in Cambridge, of 

hom Biſhop Hal makes mention in 

s Balm of Gilead; and ſeveral in 

y Time, ſome of whem 1 knew; 

r. Troughton, Chee ſman, Re. 

As for the other Outward Senſes, 
racy are commonly more exquilite in 
bie Blind # ; We read of ſome, who 
fWve been of fo accurate a Touch, that 
ge their very feeling, they could diltia- 
ahi between black and white: And 

r tne Ear, as our Philoſophers ob- 


E. ſerve, 


3 — 


Caælum Terramgz non aſpicit, ſed Cel: Ter- 
JT Dominum, ſpectandi Facultas non eripitur. 
etrarcha de Cæcitate. 


l bave lately heard of one now living, 


Pt by his Feeling can know true Moncy 
em (ounterfeit. 
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ſerve, that Sounds are ſweeter to ti 
Blind than to the Sighted 3 but til 
moſt perfect Recompence of theſe H 
dily Eyes, is in the Exaltation of offi 
Spiritual &. The Want of Corpo 
Eyes is to many Divinum Bonum, lf 
| beit humanum Malum; but the Wa 
f of Faith's Eye is the greateſt E 
|; which can befall a Man ia this Lif 
1 For Reaſcn is the Soul's left Eye, E 
| the right, without which 'tis impol 
ble to ſee the Way to God. Heb. 11. 
The State of the ſpiritually ＋ bli 
15 more miſerable than that of thet 
ther blind; the bodily blind is led 
ther by his Servant, Wife, or Dog 
but the ſpiritually blind is miſled} 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Dev 
The one will be ſure to get a ſeei 
Guide, but the other follows the bli 
Guidance of his own Luſts, till th 
both tumble into the Ditch. The l 
Comfort, alſo, may be afforded in C 
of Deafneſs, It is hard to determi 
whether Loſs is greater, of the E 
or of the Ear; both are grievous. N 


PIT 


* Reaſon and Faith, | 
+ Contraria contrariis illuceſcunt. 


> 
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n the World is to them as dumb, 
Jace they are deaf to it. Seeing and 
caring are the two Senſes of Inſtruc- 
jon; there is no Way for Intelligence 
o he convey'd to the Soul, whether 
ſecular, or 1a ſpiritual Affairs, the 
ye is the Window, the Ear is the 
Door, by which all Knowledge enters; 
Matters of Obſervatioa by the Eye, 
Matter of Faith by the Ear. Rom. 
0. 17. Wel, tho' thine outward 
Icartng is gone, yet thou haft thine 
ward, and better Ear, wheichy thou 
careſt the ſecret Motions of God's 
Iirit, which ſhall never be loſt : O- 
ers, Who have an outward and ba- 
ly Ear, whereby they hear the Voice 
en, yet want that ſpiritual Ear, 
hich percetves the lealt \Whiſperiavs 
the Holy Gao?, for Faſhioa mare 
an Ute, ' Wie Selaomwa makes a:d 
blerves- the Diſtinction, The ve ring 
aud the ſeeing Eye, the Lord bati 
Le even both of them; Prov. 29. 12. 
1d a greater than Solomon can ſay 
his formal Auditors, Hearing the 

W- -27t, Mat. 13.13. If thou haſt an 
for God, tho? deaf to Men; how 
ach happier art thou than thoſe Mil- 
| SA lions 
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lions of Men, that have an Ear 
Men, and are deaf to God: Nat! 
mention, or at leaſt to inſiſt upon 
Grief that ariſes from hearing Et 
which the Deaf are freed from. 
Seventhly, God can, and oſten ac 
compenſate the Want of outward Py 
with inward , Or, as eur Tribulation 
bounds, ſo he makes our Con ſolatio 
ſuperabound. ' John 16. ult. 2 Cor. 1. 
In the World we muſt have Tribulati 
there is no Avoiding of it. *Tis 1 
a Paradiſe, but a Purgatory tot 
Saints. It may be compar'd to 
Straits of Magellan &, which is ſaid 
be a Place of that Nature, that whi 
Way ſoever a Man bends his Cour 
he ſhall be ſure to have the Wind 
gainſt him; yea, bur here, in C 
with God and Conſcien ce, we fi 
have Peace, tho' ſurcharg'd with a 
ward Trouble. Joſiab dy'd in. Pe: 
according to the Promiſe, tho! he d 
in War. A Chriſttan may fit Nu 
like, quiet and ſtill, when a Delug 
about him. God's People have el 
rieuc'd a quiet and calm Iempay 
N 


e 25 a, 


on 


— — 


» H:ylin's Geography. 
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WS iric within, when the World like a 
npeſtuous Air, is full of Storms 
ithout. Chriſt's Blood has purchas'd 
ce for them, his Word has promi- 
d to them, and his Spirit ſeals it up 
their Souls. And as many of a 
hriſtian's Sufferings are from Chriſt, 
all his Comforts and Conſolat ions 
e from him: Yea, and ſuch too as 
ar a Proportion to, nay, exceed 
e Sufferings. As the lower the Ebb, 
e higher the Tide. The more 
Pain the more Gain; It is to my 
Loſs ( ſaid the Martyr) if you abate 
me any thing of my Sufferings ” . 
elled be God, as we have many Sut- 
rings for Chriſt, ſo alſo we have ma- 
| Conſolations by Chriſt, according 
the laſt quoted Scripture; For. as 
K S. Fe rings of Cir iſt abound in US, /o 
” Confulation alſo aboundeth by Coriſt. 
* Chrilt as God, is the Efficient 
Cau/- of the Saints Conſolation ; as 
Mediator dying for us, he is the A.- 
140740145 Cauſe 5 and it is by his Spi- 
rit (who is call'd The Comporter ) 

that they are apply'd to us. 
D.3:-:. RRM. 


Engliſh Annotations, 


Eighthly, God compenſates C 
Barrenneſs with Spiritual Fruit fu 
Thou complaineſt of dry Loins and 


barren Womb, ſo did a better M 
before thee, even the Father of Wa 
Faithful; What wilt thou give me, r. 
ing Ig Childleſs ? Gen. 15. 2. So e 
the Wife of faithful Jrael, Give r 
Children, or elſe I dye; Gen. 30. 1. 
deſirous hath Nature been, even Ml 
the holieſt to propagate itſelf, and 
impatient of a Denial. Lo! Childr 
are an Heritage of the Lord, ani 
Fruit of the Womb is his Reward, Hi 
is the Man whoſe Cuiver is full of th 
Pſal. 127. 3, 5. It was the Curſe wil 
God inflicted upon the Family of A 
melech, King of Cenar, that he cio 
up the Wombs in his Houſe for Swi 
fake. Gen. 20. 17, 18. And the Ju 
ment threaten'd to Ep aim is a.m 
cariying Womb and dry Breaſt: Hol 
14. And Jecormab's fad Doom is, W 
ye this Man Childleſs: Jer. 22. ut, 
on the contrary, It is a ſpecial Fall 
of God, That the barren hath horn | 
1 Sam. 2. 5. And it is noted by! 
Pſalmiſt as a Wonder of God's Mey 
that He maketh the barren Wor g 
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„ Houſe; Pal 113. wir. It is Pity 
vas ever born, that holds not 
udren a Bleſſing ; yet not ſimple 
d abſolute, but according as it 
ay prove: She hath a double Fa- 
bur from God, that is a Joyful Mo- 
er of Children: For many one breeds 
er Sorrow, and breeds her Death. 
There is {ſcarce any other Bleſſing 
from God- ſeaſon'd with ſo much 
Acrimony, both of Miſery and Dan- 
ger, ( ſaith Biſhb-p Hal * Do but 
lay together the ſick Fits of Breed- 
ing, the painful Throwes of Tra- 
vail, the weary Attendants of Nur- 
fins, the anxious Cares of Educa- 
tion, the Fears and Doubts of Miſ- 
guidance, the perpetual Solicitude 
tor their Proviſion, the Heart»break- 
ing Grief for their Miſcarriage, and 
tell me, Whether thy bemoaned Ste- 
rility have not more Eaſe, leſs Sor- 
row.“ All I have ſaid hitherto, 
ſufficient to quiet you under the 
urden of Bodily Barrenneſs, but what 
now add, may more than quiet, ev'n 
omfort you; viz. What God hath 
| , PIO» 
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promis'd in the Text *, A Better Nall 
than that of Sons and Daug bters; i 
becauſe this will be the Subject-Mati 
of the Second Doctrine, 1 ſhall ſay x 
more here, only this, Let not the ki 
nuch ſay, I am a dry Tree, ſapleſs - a 
fruitleſs, ſo long as you incre aſe ni 
the Increaſe of God. Col. 2. 19. An 
being fill d with the Fruits of Rigbten 
neſs unto the Glory and Praiſe of Gu 
Phil. 1. 11. os 
Niathly, God at laſt compenſates, an 
makes his People amends, for depri vii 
them of their own Natural Life by Deal 
Natural Death is the Deprivation 
Natural Life. Death is no Eſſen 
nor Subſtance, but Privation - Deatl 
is the Diſunion between the Soul ant 
Body : But now Death is chang! 
both in its Name and Nature, to! 
Child of God : For Death itſelf is 
Fruit of Sin, and a Piece of the Curſ 
and is Nature's Slaughter-Man, God 
Curſe, and Hell's Purveyor to a 5 
| 


11 OT 


* Elkanah, therefore, could ſay to-li 
barren Wife Hannah, Am not I berter 10 tt 
than ten Sons? How much more comfortadl 
mayft thou hear the Father of Mercies ſay il 
thy Soul, Am not ] better to thee than ten Sil 
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d Man: But to a Child of God it 
a Pri viledge, not a Puniſhment. 1 Cor. 

ult. and, therefore, the Name as 
ell as the Nature of it is chang'd. 
ence Death in Scripture is calfd a 
eep, Job 3. 13. a Sleeping in Jeſus, 
Theſ. 4. 14. a Gatheri ig to our Fa- 
ers, Gen. 15. 15. a Change *, Job 
4. 14. a Departure, Luke 2. 29. Laſt- 
, a Tranſlation, Heb. 11. 5. namely, 
ut of a Temporal into Eternal Life. 
bod takes his People out of a ſhort, 
nful, and miſerable Life into a holy, 
lo110us, and everlaſting State of Life. 
his Life is not worthy of the Name 
f Lite, One of the Fathers did not 
no, whether to call it Life, or rhe 
"ay to Life; a dying Life, or a living 
carh, The Years which Enoch liv'd 


) G & 

„this lower World, were exactly an- 

Jl; | | ſwcrable 
| 
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* To the Godly Death is a bleſſed Change; 
d the Wicked a curſed Change; To the 
"oily a ble{{.d Change, from a D-ſert to a 
aradiſe; from an Houſe of Mourning to a 
louſe of Banquettiag; from a bloody Battle 
1 victorious Crown: To the Wicked a 
urſel Change, from Joy to Miſery, from a 
emporaty Paradiſe to an Eternal Priſon, 
lr. Harſan upon Job 14, 14. 
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ſwerable to the Days of the Year, d 
365- As the Number ot ſo many Dj 
made up one compleat SG, Year, 
the like Number of Years made up 
one Patriarch's Life. It was obſery 
he was of the ſhorteſt Life among, 
the Patriarch, living oaly fo ma 
Years as there be Days in the Ye 
each Day for a Year according to 
Prophetick Computation: And i 
Enoch was the ſhorteſt Liver of all 
ſix Patriarchs, that were before | 
( who all but One liv'd nine Hund 
Years) yet this was recompenc'd 
him ia his Son Met huſelah (the nf 
Patriarch) who was the longeſt Li 
of them all; and not only ſo, but 'ty 
more recompenc'd to himſelt, for thi 
Time on Earth was his Time in H 
ven: What he wanted in the Sil 
of a Life Natural, he had it well p 
him in the Gold of a Lite eternal; 
that not only the Shortneſs of the! 
ther's Life was made up in the! 
Life of nis Son, but God alſo took 
from a worſe Place, to plant him ii 
a better; his Tranſlation was 
Tranſplantation (Cas it were) out 
God's Kitchin-Garden into his Heal 
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Paradiſe, In this Reſpect it is, that 
Day of a Man's Death is ſaĩd by So- 
on *, to be better than the Day o/ 
Birth. Ecce. , t 
And thus I have ſhew'd you in ſun- 
y Particulars, Wherein God ma, can, 
does compenſate the Want of Outward 
eſſinzs and Mercies with ſtill ſomething 
ter; even as in this laſt Particular, 
xe Loſs and Want of Natural Life with 
Eterna Glorious Life, whereof all the 


40) are p:ſſeſs'd at Death. So I have 
ue with the Doctrinal Part. 


APPLICATION. 


Firſt, Hence we may infer, That wic- 
d People are in a ſad Condition, by Rea- 
that they are ſubject to all the Afflic= 
ns, Troubles and Grievances above- men- 


n'd, and while Þ wicked, have nothing 
. of 


There was ſome Truth in that Saying of 
> Heathen, Optimum eſt non naſci, proximum 
m celerrime mori, Beſt not to be born, nex 
that to dye ſooͤn. Y | 
ft Wicked Men | ( tho* many of them re- 
Ive their good Things in this Life ) yet are 


W(-rable here, and will be more milerable 
eafter, 
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of what the Godly have, to a 
tigate and comfort Chews und & all; Th 
are ſick, and their Sins are Unpy 

don'd. They have ſick Souls andy 
dies to attend together. If they 1 
poor here, they have no ſpiritua} 
ches to ſupport, and encourage "thi 
under Diſgrace, and what we count 
nominy, but God, and their own Co 
ſcience condemn- them. When th 
have no Friend on Earth, they ha 
not a Friend in Heav'n; God, Chi 
and Angels, which are the Godly Mat 
Friends, have no Kindneſs to an ob 
nate Sinner. Wicked Men that 4 
blind and deaf, are not ſo much 
porally, but they are much WE 
ſpiritually. Their Perſons can ne 
be ſo. much impriſon'd, but they! 
much more in their Minds. Wi 
they have Troubles in the World, | 
ſtead of having Peace with God a 
Conſcience, God writes bitter Thi 
againſt them, and their own Conſci 
is their great Tormentor, &c. 1 
ſee: nothing in Affliction and Sor ; 
but a Lump of pining Grief and 

row. The bodily Barrenneſs of 
Wicked | is not ſo great, but their | 

mi 
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tual is much greater; as they have 
Children themſelves, ſo they them- 
lyes are not the Children of God; 
they have neither Sons nor Daugh- 
rs, ſo which is worſt of all, they 
ave not that Name which is better 
an of Sons and Daughters. Laſtly , 
heath, which is the Godly, Man's 
iſh *, is the Wicked Man's ' Woe. 
be Godly are bleſſed at Death, but 
je Wicked are moſt miſerable at 
cath. They are Þ kill'd with Death, 
eath is to them a Trap-Door to Hell, 
t to the Godly an || Outlet to Sin, 
d an lalet into Life Eternal. While 
e Godly Man parts with a Life that 
uſt have an End, for a Life that ne- 
r hall have an End, the wicked are 
rt with the ſecond Death. 
Secondly, We may infer from hence, 
ow g-9d, oracious and merciful God tsy 
well as juſt, righteous, and faithful in 
Dealings with, and Diſpenſations to- 
ras his People. God is too juſt to 
F do 


* 


That unleſs God would haye us live, no 
„e Man would defire to live. 
Rer. i,. 
FJanua Vite Porta Cali. 
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do them wrong, and too good to 
them harm. If he takes one Bleſi 
from them, he gives them another, 
better in the Room thereof: If G 
viſits us with Sickneſs, he pardons 
Sins 3 when we can't enjoy bodi 
Health, he makes us to be healthful 
our Souls: If we have no Name 
Earth, we have a Name in Heat 
and a Good Name is better than 
Great Name: He takes away 
Friends from us, and raiſes up N 
Ones; or makes himſelf unto us | 
itead of, and better than all Fries 
can poſſibly be. He deprives us 
Civil Liberty, and gives us more $ 
tual. We want our bodily Sight, | 
he gives us a greater Proſpect of Ett 
nal Things, and Inſight into Thi 
of a ſpiritual Nature. For 'Outmi 
Trouble he gives Taward Peace; and 
he takes away all our Children, k 
Pleas'd to make us his Children | 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. Finally, W# 
ever loſeth his Life for Chriſt's ſake, | 
certainly ſave it. | De 
Secondly, T his may reprove all Oo 
ſtians for their exceſſive and immo 
rate Sorrow on the Account f Þ 
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oral Loſſes, Croſles and Afflictions: 

Ve ſhould weep as if we wept not, re- 

ce 4s if we rejoyced not; and buy as 

we poſſeſſed not; inverſs Ordine, we 

cep for Loſſes as if we would weep 

ut our Eyes; we rejoyce in Tempo-- 

a] Comforts as if we were in Hea- 

en; and buy as if it were for ever, 

nd a Day. When we loſe a Friend, 

Relation, or any good Thing, we 

ake on, as if we had loſt every good 

hing; and as if God when he afflic- 

d, did nothing but afflict; depriv'd 

s of ev'ry Thing, and beſtow'd no. 
00d Thing upon us. | 

Thirdly, That we would in every. 

hing give God Thanks; when he af- 

i&3, as well as when he blefleth; be- 

auſe he bleſſeth his People, even when 

e afflicts them. Give God Thanks 

hen he takes away, as well as when 

e gives and beſtows; becauſe if you 

long to God, he gives you ſome- 

hiag better, either when or immedi- 

tely after, he has depriv'd you of any 

batward Comfort. Auguſtine on the 

[32d P/alm, commends that Ancient 

nowW-ultom among Chriſtians, iu whoſe 

F bouths you ſhould always hear theſe 

Tt „ Words, 
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Words, Deo Gratias , Thanks be 
God; when they met and ſaluted 9 
another, Deo Gratias, God be thank 
when they heard any Tidings of Py 
ſecution, or Protection; Favour, y 
Frown; Gairy, or Loſs; Croſs, g 
Comfort; ſtill Deo Gratias, The Ly 
be praiſed. It is peculiar to Chriſtian 
to give Thanks in Adverſity: To prai 
God for Benefits, the Jew and Gem 
can do: To bleſs God in Heaven 
when be is crowning us with Glor 
is no Wonder. 3 but to bleſs Go 
when he is cortecting us, to bleſs ti: 
in a Priſon, to give Thanks on a Sid: 
Bed, not only to kiſs the Red, but 
bleſs the Hand that holds it; here Mc 
the Sun in the Zenith, this ſpeaks Mi 
high Degree of Grace indeed, and di. 
very much adorn our Sufferings. 0 
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* Ofa like Spirit was famous Mr, Prado 
the Martyr, ſpeaking of Queen May, i! 
whoſe Cruel Mercy he then lay, 7f {laid in 
ſhe will releaſe me, I mill thank ber; If ſte n 
impriſon me, I will thank ber; If ſhe will l 
ze, | will thank ber. So faith a beließ 
Son], Let God do with me whas he will, I mill 
1 kan kfu . 


— 


of SONS and DAUGHTERS. 41 


%% for me that I was afflifted, Pſalm 
119. 21. And will you not be thank- 
Fal to God for what is good? Tho' 
afflictions be not in themſelves good, 
yet he can turn them for good, and 
Joes to his People. By Afflictions he 
prevents Sin, 2 Cor. 12.7. Leſt I ſhould 
e exalted above Meaſure, there was gi- 
en to me a Thorn in the Fleſh, a Meſſen- 
er of Satan to buffet Me. Again, By 
fition God purgeth Sin, 1/a. 27. 9. 
yy this ſhall the Iniquity of Jacob be 


Wt w_ A 27 2 


„ged. Now do we not thank, and 
bl ay the Chyrurgion that lets out our 
ad Blood, that lanceth our feſter'd 
tt 


ores, that cuts out our proud, and 
otten Fleſh? Yes ſurely, we do thank 
im: Do we not alſo thank the Phy- 
jan, that keeps us to a ſtrict Diet, 
onfines us to our Chamber, gives us 
itter Pills and Potions, and croſſes 
ur Appetites? Yes, we do thank 
Im; for hereby he cures a Diſeaſe, 


efends, and preſerves both our Health 
ad Life. ke: 


-» 


It is high time, now, to advance 
er nt0 the Second Point of Doctrine; 
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He It has P lea” d the Lord graciolf 
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The Lord has bin graciouſly ple 


to thoſe, his People, who ne 


. EL 


- The main Thing (as J perceii 

to be done here, is, | 
Firſt, To ſhew what is intended 

a Beiter Name than that of Sn. 


Aer 
- — — 
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to promiſe to his People who of 
Childleſs ( that is to ſay.) n 
ue ver had Children, or na 
may have, or having had a 
are nom deprivd of many, m 
or all of them, a better, great 
or more excellent Name, th 
that of being the Parents 
numerous Off-fpring © _ 


Or thus, 


to promiſe a better Name ti 
that of Sons and Daughta 


hd Sons or Daughters, or bl 
ing had, are now depriv' 
hem all by Death. 
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Wo hters : Or what we may account 
Wetter to us, than our having many 
Ins and Daughters. 

Secondly , Wherein thoſe Bleſſings 

d Priviledges, which God has gra- 
ouſly promis'd, and beſtow'd upon 
is People, are better than, and by 
r exceed, the having of Sens and 
bag bier s. | 


7 = 3 
5ſt, What is this Better Name than 
dns and Daug hters: Or, What may 
e account better to us, than the ha v- 
We of many Sons and Daughters. 
1. The Adoption of our Perſons is 4 
rtter and greater Bleſſing than that of 
hildren: Or, The Name of Sons and 
Daughters of God is much better than 
at of having Sons and Daughters of 
r own. Rev. 2. 17. To him that over= - 
meth *, I will give to eat of the hidden 
anna, and will give him a waite Stone, 
and 


— 
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* Chriſtianity is compar'd to a Striving, 
uke 13, 24. Wrefling, Eph. 6.12. Fighting, 
Tim. 4. 7. A Man muft fight againft the 
Peril. the World, and himſelf, and over- 
nc all theſe too, or elſe he ſhall not wear 
Cron. job 


EY — ++ - * — 4 uo 4 3 * 9 R . = WY td 2 N * . — 
DDr S244 2 — tr” 00 2 OE SIRE rr r 3 = 7 1 ** Bp 1 Wt Sid; £58 Xi... add a Is \ | = oY 
, A "T7 w— : — F - x -'# 4 * - wi * " _— — > + oct — — rer * * — 
5 : 7 : : art l os > ; G I = 8 * 
4 8. - = = - — 7 
„ — — 2 8—— FE aha —— _ 1 — Bin — — 2 * my 7 
— — —— — — - 45 - » _ . Dr — "Ones — 3 — — — —— — bs _ — r — — 5 = — _ C awe Hig — 
— - — — — , mim — * ems i -—_ — 


5: 3 e 
* 2 
: * Meas 
— — —— 


Teachers and falſe Doctrines. I 
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and in the Stone a New Name win 
which no Man kuometh ſaving he i 
receiveth it. To him that per come 
that is, a Conqueror in Fighting 
good Fioht of Faith, againſt the Won 
the Fleſh, and the Devil. Mark, 
does not ſay, To every One that fig 
eth; no, nor to every; one, two, 
more particular Acts of Reſiſtang 
but to him that perſeveringly 
quers, and finally overcomes; - bot 
Tempter and Temptations 5 both P. 
ſecutors and, Perſecutioas ; both fi 


; 
1 


give to eat of the hidden Manna *, 
manifeſt Alluſion to that Breail n 
Heaven, with which God fed his. Peg 
in the Wilderneſs, called Angels Foal 
Pſalm 78. 25. The Story of it we he 
Exod. 16. 31, 32. a Pot of which G 
ordain'd to be kept in the Ark, for 
Memorial of God's Mercy, Heb. gi 
It was a Type of Chriſt, who wast 
True Bread that came down from Heal 
John 6. 32, 33. It here ſignifies Chi 

| hid 
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» Called Hidden Manna, becauſe Dev þ 
under it, and D-w over it, as was hid all 
the Pot, which was kept in the Tahernzd 
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mſelt with all the Inffuences of his 
ace, whether for Strength or Com- 
t. As a Feaſt was wont to follow 
ictory; ſo Chriſt promiſes to thofe 
at fought, and overcame in the ſpi- 
val Fight, to feaſt them with him- 
f, and the Influences of his Spirit. 
nd wil g:ve him a white Stone *, The 
ſe of Stones anciently was ſo various, 
at it has given a great Liberty to In- 
rpreters, to yary in their Senſes of 
e white Stone here mention'd. They 
de Uſe of them (as we fince of 
ters) to count. They us'd them 

o in Judgments, Acquitting Perfons - 
white Stones, in which their Names 
ere wrote.z as they condemned o- 
ers by black Stones; they us'd them 
ſo ia giving Suffrages in Elections, 
c. Not only ſo, but they us'd them 
mark happy, or lucky Days; uſing 
her 5tones to mark ſuch Days as they 
counted 
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* Mos erat antiquis niveis atrisqʒ lapillis. 

Hu damnare res, illis abſolvere culpa. 
yl! s 7: Stone is given, 1. In Token of 
ctory, Vincent; dabo, 2, It is an Evidence 
Iſo our Juſtification. 3. An Affurance of our 
oF ©1018 to the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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counted unlucky; and finally, i 
whether this be a great Promiſe of N 
Pardon of Sins. By the New Nan 


it, we are to underſtand. Adopti 


( us'd in Abſolutions of Perſons, « 
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Alluſion is. John 1. 12. But a mM 


either * Jew or Geptile, F Bond 
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us'd them as Rewards to thoſe will 
ee in their Games. Heng 
Interpreters vary in their Opinion 


ward, or a more particular Promiſe( 
Pardon and Abſolution; or, of tiff 
Aſſurance of the Election to Life. 
ſeems moſt properly to be interpy 
ted of Pardon, or the Notification 


which no Man knows but he which 
They ſay, that in thoſe white Stong 


givi 8 of Suffrages) the Name 
5 2 Perſon TI” or choſen, w 
wont to be written, and none kn 
it but thoſe that had it, unleſs th 
imparted it, to which Cuſtom ti 


& received him, to them gave he Pu 
to becomes the Sons of God, even to th 
that believe on his 8 As mul 


Free, as received him, i. e. recein 


Chriſt. Tho the Generality of thoſe 
mo 
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Calvin. chryſaſtom. 
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2 
ongſt whom Chriſt came, receiv'd 
m not as he ought to be receivd; 
et ſome did own him, believed in 
im, and ſubmitted to him; and to 
s many as thus receiv'd him, not in- 
Wo their * Houſes only, but into their 
earts; To them gave he Power, Right, 
riviledge, Preferment , Prerogative 
Loyal, Heav'nly Honour, to become the 
ons of God; not that they might if 
hey would be, but to be actually, or 
zecome the Sons of God by Adoption. 
al. 3. 26. Chriſt gives the Priviledge 
f Sons three Ways. 1. By Way of 
erit, Gal. 4. 4, 5- In the Sufferings 
df Chriſt there was not only Debitum 
egale, but ſuper legale meritum. 2. By 
| Vir- 


1 5 


15. 


0 


Among the Evangeliſts we find, that 
hriſt had a threefold Entertainment among 
he Sons of Men: Some receiv'd him into 
Houſe, but not into Heart, as Simon the Phari- 
ee, who gave him no Kiſs, nor Water to his 
cet 3 Some neither into Heart nor Houſe, as 
he Swiniſh Gergeſites, who neither had Civi- 
ity nor Honeſty z3 Some both into Houſe and 
eart, as Lazarus, Mary, Martha, &c. Cer- 

W:inly, that Jeſus who is God-man, deſerves 
ie beft Room in all our Souls, and the up- 
pcrmoſt Seat in all our Hearts, 
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nal Union according to his Man-hot 


Hearts, and ſo makes us the Sons 
lie ve on his Name, To receive Chril 


ſame Thing: To believe in his Nan 
is either to believe in him, Acts 3.1 
Or in the Revelation of himſelf in tl 
Promiſes of the Goſpel. The Spirit 


— — 

— — — 
Nr 
2 — — 
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we are the Children of God. The 9 
rit of Adoption doth not only exci 


but it doth aſcertain, and affure y 
(as before) that we are his Childrd 
Chriſt; not by an Angel, as to 
-niel and the Virgin Mary . but by 


by he raiſeth our Hearts to this Pa 
ſwaſion, that God is our Father, 
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Virtue of the Myſtical Union, as 
Chriſt. is the Son of God by Eten 
Generation, Pſalm 2.7. according 
his God-head , ſo by Grace of Per 


Luke 1. 35. and makes us the Sons 
Godby the Myſtical Union. 3. C 
receive: the Spirit, 1a nd ſends. it into 


God, Gal. 4 26. Even to them that ö 


and to believe in his Name, are | 


ſelf veareth Witneſs with our Spirit, tl 


us to call upon God as our Fathe 


And this it does not by an Outwa 
Voice, as God the Father to |x| 


inward and ſecret Suggeſtion, wht 
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are his Children: This is not the 
eſtimony of the Graces and Opera- 
ons of the Spirit; but of the Spirit 
Wclf. Conceive it thus; A Man's 


doption, he finds in himſelf upon di- 
gent Search and Examination, the 
anifeſt Signs and Tokens thereof : 
ut this Teſtimony of itſelf is weak, 
d Satan has many Ways and Wiles 
invalidate it; therefore, for more 
ſurance.it is confirm'd by * another, 
ad greater Teſtimony; and that is 
tbe Spirit himſelf: He witneſſeth 


5. He firſt works Grace in our Hearts, 
d then witneſleth to it: This Teſti- 
ony is not alike in all Believers, nor 
any one of them at all Times; it is 
G bert 


— Jr 
* 


jeir Teſtimonies, to aſſert this Truth, that 
e are the Sons of God; our Spirit and the 
pirit of God: The Witneſs of our Spirit, 
at is, our Conſcience, is the firſt; the Spi- 
t of God is the Second; his Work is not 
oval, but ovuvapropar, to witneſs tog 
er with our Spirit; that is, to confirm and ra- 


ainſt Antinomianiſm. 
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a Spirit does witneſs to him his 


ith our Spirits, and ſeals it up unto 


* We have two Witneſſes joyning together 


4 W'y what that hath aſſerted. Mr. Bedford T 
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witneſſeth with our Spirit (ſo the Wo 


better felt than expreſs d, : He With 
ſeth to our Spirit ( ſo ſome read) byfl 
diſtinct and immediate Teſtimony, a 


properly ſignifies) by a cenjunctive a 
concurrent Teſtimony. What an Hong 
is this to the Saints, that the-Hq 
Ghoſt ſhould bear Witneſs at?the k 
of their Conſciences. And Oh! wh 
a great and glorious Priviledge it | 
to be the Sons and Daughters of Gi 
Almighty, 2 Cor. 6. ult. Ard will b 
Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my $ 
and Daug ht ers, faith the Lord Almigh 
and therefore, may expect from hi 
(if we conſcientiouſly diſcharge t 
Duties of filial Obedience) both f 
Kindneſs and Protection of a Fathd 
which is the more valuable, becat 
he is the Lord God Almighty, wi 
wants no Power to protect them, 0 
ſo to influence them, as to make the 
in all Things happy, as the Childn 
of ſo great a Father. As God is 4 
mighty, he is abundantly able, and 
he is a Father, he is graciouſly willig 
to recompence all the Services, d 
Sufferings of his Children, for the 
nour and Intereſt of his Nang 0008 

| Au 
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ruth. Behold what Manner of Love 
| Father bath beſtow'd upon Hi, that we 
ld be called the Sons of God, 1 John 
1. Fhe Words are uſher'd in with 
Ecce admirantis, what Manner of 
ve the Father hath beſtow'd upon 156, 
t we ſhould be called the Sons of God; 
led here ſignifies to be made, or to 
Mat. 5, 9, 45. John 1. 12. Rom. 4. | 

God coafers not the Name with- 4 
t the Thing, the New, even a Bi- 
ie Nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4. in Regene- 
ion, with the real Advantages and 
gnity of the Relation hy Adoption“; 
d all of meer ( and the greateſt) 
ndneſs and Good Will, Tit. 3. 5, 
7. The Fountain from whence it 
es proceed, and flow, is the gratui- 
us Love aad free Favour of God; 
hat Manner of Love has the Father be- 
wd upon us! He cannot ſay what, 
r how great it was; he admires it, 
G 2 but 


„„%” 


— 


There are four Excellent Properties of 
option, 1. It is a coſtly Relation, Gal. 
!5, 2. It is an high and honourable Re-» 
oa, 1 Fobn 3. T. 3. It is a free Relation 
God's Part, John 8. 38. Eph, 1. 5. 4, It 
permanent Relation, Jobn 8. 35. 
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Priviledge of Adoption deſerves, thi 


taken Notice of with Joy and Thank 


Matter to be Son-in-Law to the King 


but cannot declare it; therefore jz 
this Word [Behold] a Note of Atten, 
tion and Ad miration both, God ex 
peas, the Goſpel requires, and thi 


it be beheld with Love and Wonder 


fulneſs. If Jacob was at ſuch Pain 
and Patience, to become Son-in-L ay 
to Laban; if David held it a gre 


what is it then to be Sus and Day 
ters to the Lord God Almighty ? Pla 
gave God Thanks, that he had mad 
him a Man, and not only a Man, hi 
a Philoſopher ; but 'tis infinitely mo 
that we ſhould be inveſted with t| 
Prerogative of Sons *. It is Love 0 
God to feed us, but much more ! 
adopt us. Let us ſte an holy Cina. 
or Gradation in this Love of God | 
(1.) That God ſhould adopt us, w 
he had a Son of his own : Men adq ( 
becauſe they are Childleſs; but . 
adopts us purely becauſe we 2 
therle 


— 
aw — 
A 


_ * Whom God adopts he ennobles with 
Name, and conſecrates with his Spirit; . 
he makes Sons he makes Saints. 


— 


— 
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herleſs. Chriſt is call'd God's Dear 
on, Col. 1. 13. a SON more worthy than 
Die Angels, being made ſo mucn better 
an the Angels. Now when God had 
son of his own, ſuch a Son, here is 
Je Wonder of God's Love in Adopt- 
eus. We needed a Father, but he 
id not need ſuch Sons as we. 
WM (2) What we were before God did 
opt us: We were both deformed 
nd defil'd. A Man will ſcarce adopt 
im for his Heir, that is crooked and 
-favour'd, but that hath ſome Beau- 
. Mordecai adopted Eſther becauſe 
le was fair; but we were in our 
02d, and when we were in our Blood, 
en God did adopt us. Exzek. 16. 6. 
he Time of our Loathing was the 
ime of God's Loving, when we were 
ack as Ethiopians, and diſeaſed as Le- 
7s, then was he pleas'd to expreſs 
ch Love unto us *. 
(3.) That God ſhould be at fo oreat 
pence in Adopting us: When Men 
opt they have only ſome Deed ſeal d, 
te Thing is effected; but when 
| od adopts, it puts him to a far 
Cx 47 greater 


A. 


ur. arſon on the Afemblics Carechiſms 
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greater Expence, it ſets his Wiſ 
at Work, to find out a Way+«to 
dopt us, c. | 8 ] 
(4-) That God ſhould adopt 
Enemies : If a Man adopts anoth 
for his Heir, he will not adopt an 
tal Enemy ; but that God ſhould} 
dopt us, when we were not g 
Strangers, but Enemies; here ist 
Wonder of Love: For God to 
pardon'd us his Enemies had Wl 
much, but to adopt us for his Hi 
this ſets the Angels in Heaven on Wi 
dring. | | 
FC,.) In the laſt Place, That 0 
Fhould take great Numbers ont of! 
Devirs Family, and adopt them! 
the Family of Heaven. Chriſt is 
to bring many Sons to Glory, Heb. 2. 
Men adopt uſually but one Heir, 
God is refolv'd to encreaſe his Fam 
he brings many Sons to Glory. 
adopts Millions. This is the Woll 
of Love, and an Encouragement 
Hope. Had but one been adopted 
of us might have deſpair'd 3 bu 
beings many Sons to Glory, this opt 
Door of Hope to us. Now look 
upon all that has been faid unde! 
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ead, and ke whether it is not much 
-tter to be the Sons and Daughters 
God, than to have Sons and Daugh- 
ers of your own, and yourſelves not 
> be the Sons and Daughters of God: 
Vhat a poor Honour, . and cold Com- 
rt it is, for many to call thee or me 
ather, and we can't call God our Fa- 
er; but if we are the Sons and 
Daughters of God, then we have 
cceſs to him in our Prayers, with 
Acceptance, Audience, and Aſſiſ- 
ance. „ | 5 
Secondly , The Title and Name of 
Members of Chriſt, is a Better Name 
han af Sons and Dang hters: 1 Cor. 12. 
7. Nom ye are the Body of Chriſt, and 
Members in particular. As if the Apo- 
le had ſaid, conſidering you in the 
hole, as a Church, ſo you are the 
Body of Chriſt ; conſidering you par- 
icularly as individual Believers, fo 
ou are Members of Chriſt, As Chriſt 
as taken our Nature into Union with 
umſelf, whereby he is the Head of 
very Man, ſo he hath taken Beliey- 
rs Perſons. into Union with himſelf, . 
hereby he is the ſpecial Head of Be- 
levers, a Head both in Regard of Go- 
He. vernment 
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verament and lufluence..,, Chriſt hath 
two Bodies, One that he tock of the 
Virgia, auother of the Church, of 
which he in his Redeeming Kindneſ,, 
was more chary than of the. other *, 
The Priviledge of being Members of 
Chriſt are Dignity, Safety, Sympathy, 
and great Aﬀections. It is better to 
be a Member of Chriſt, than to be“ 
Head of an Empire, and therefore a3. 
he is King, ſo he hath, made all his” 
Members Kings, they ſhare with bim 
in, Iſt. His Divine Nature, 2 Pet, 
1. 4. i. e. In thoſe Divine Qualities, 
whereby we are made like unto God in 
Wiſdom and Righteonſneſs, and true He-. 


lneſe, Eph. 4. 24 240. In, his Cr 
| queſts: ' 

oY 8 i 

— p 
” Ca 


+ There are three admirable Unions noted 
by Divines; the Eſſ-ntial Union of the three al 
Perſons in the Sacred Trinity; the Hypoflati- I 
cal Union of the Divine and Human Nature in i. 
the Perſon of Chriſt; and the Myflical Union, Ny 
which is between Chriſt and Believers, who ,, 
are therefore call'd his Members. In, the pi 
firſt we have Salvation in the primary Foun-W® 


tain of it; in the ſecond, we have it in the II 


Channel, or excellent Medium of it; in the . 
third, we have it in the Application, or ac: We 
tual Poſſeſſion of it. 
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neſts; The poor Saints ſhare with 
Chriſt in all his Noble and Honourable 
Conqueſts (1 Cor. 15. 65.) over the 
World, Death, Sin and Hell. 3dly. 
They ſhare with Chriſt in his Graces, 
/ his Fulneſs have all received Grace 
„Grace, John 1. 16. As a Child re- 
ceixes Member for Member, as the 
paper from the Preſs receives Letter 
for Letter, as the Waxofrom the Seal 
receives Print for Print, or as the 
Glaſs from the Image receives Face for 
ace; ſo do Believers, . the Members of 
hriſt receive from Chriſt Grace for 
Grace 5' for every Grace that is in 
Chriſt, therè is the ſame Grace in his 
Members in ſome Meaſure: 4thly. Be» A 
levers as Chriſt's Members, fhare with 
Chriſt in his glorious Titles: He is 
call'd a Son, ſo are they; a King, ſo 
are they; a Prieſt, fo are they; an 
Heir, ſo are they; Rom. 8. 17. Rev. 
1. 5 6. Rev. F. 10. 5thly. They ſhare 
with Chriſt in his Glory: J go to pre- 
pare a Place for you: I will come again, 
and receive you unto myſelf ; that where 
I am, ye may be alſo. John 14. 3. And 
te Glory which thou gave ſt me, haue 
gives them, that they may be one as we i 
are _ ii 
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for Kind, tho? not for Degree. I 


de as truly glorious as Chriſt is, ai 


| kept by the Power of God thro Faith untoSul 


2 5 .. 5 7 
17 


are one'*, John 17. 22. My Sheep hee 
my Voice, and they follow me, and Ig 
unto them Eternal Liſe. John 10. 2 
The Saints ſhall have the ſame Glot 
which Chriſt himſelf hath 3 the Saint 
in Heaven are not only glorify'd wid 
Chrilſt-( which is a great Exaltation 
but they do enjoy the ſame Glor 
which Chriſt himſelf doth”; the fan 


Head and Members are glorify'd to 
gether with-the ſame Kind of Glory 
God has not one Heaven for his Son 
and another: for his Saints; but on 
and the ſame for both. Believers ſhil 


eternally glorious as he is: Our vi 
Bodies ſhall be faſhioned like unto bis gli 
rious Body, and we ſhall be olorifyd 1 
gether with him. Phil. 3: ult.- Col. 3. 
Again, Another Priviledge of Chrilt! 
Members is Safety: He keeps them at 
Apple of his Eye, Pſalm 17. 8. They a 


r - -- ww” 


Vatuol 
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* By Glory here we muſt not underſtand tial 
Eſſential Glory of Chriſt as God, becauſe, he ag 
no Glory giv'n him as God, but much Glo 
beftow'd upon him as Mediator, 
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ation. 1 Pet. 1. 5. Every Member of 
iriſt is under a Jouble Guard, the 
ower of God without him, and the 
-ace of God within him. Again, 
hriſt ſy mpathizes with all his Mem- 
rs, In their Afflictions he is, as it were; 
flicted. Iſa. 63. 9. Saul, Saul, why 
rſecuteſt thou me? &. The Foot 
ould not be trodden upon here be- 
W, but the Head cry'd out above. 
e have not an High Prieſt that cannot 
touched with the Feeling of our Infir- 
ities, He is one that“ weeps in our 
ears, and fighs in our Sighs,. and 
rows in our Sorrows, and ſuffers in 
r Sufterings. Laſtly, Chriſt: our 
lead hath a great Affection for all 
is Members: He loves them with a 


Nee of Benevolence, Beneficence and 
omplacence. 


Thirdly, To be called Temples of God 
d of the Holy Ghoſt, is a Better Name . 
an that of Sons and Daughters: 1 Cor. 
17. 1 19. 2. 2 Cor. 6. 16. 
emples are had in great Veneration, 
d not only the Goſpel Church in 
neral, but every * Believer In parti- 
| cular, 


Al. 
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Singuli fideles interdum vocantur Templa, Caly, 
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N 
cular, is calld' Gs T Temple. " Ma 
God's Temple, Man is God's Alu 
Demoſthenes could ſay, That Mn 
Heart was God's be eſt,” and moſt Fat 


Temple. We muſt not underſtand t 


Word L Temple ] properly, but Ty 


pologically, and by a Figure, becay 


à ſpiritual Heart does much reſemh 
a Temple. There was under the La 
1. The Outward Court, or Tem 

wherein the People ſtood. 2. TM. 
Inner Temple, into which, none | 
the Prieſts did enter: In like Mant 
It is with a Chriſtian ; there is, 1. J 
Outward Temple of his Body, 1 

G6. 19. Your * Body is the Temple 

the Holy Ghoſt. The Body is like 
Temple, the Bones may be reſemhl 

to the Stone-Work, the Blood to 


Cement, the Eyes to the Windo 


the Head to the Roof, the Month 
the Door of the Temple. What 
Care ſhould we have to keep our! 
dies decent, which are the Tem 
of God. 2. The Inward Temple 
the Soul: This is the Holy of Holi 
where none but Jeſus Chriſt oy 


1 
n.. 


Mr. Watſon's Myſtical Temple. 
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of Old was ſeparated from all other 
aces, and ſet apart for God's peculiar 
Vorſhip ; ſo a Believer's Heart is conſe- 
ated Ground, and is ſet apart for God's 
eculiar Worſhip. P/al. 4. 3. The Lord 
th ſet apart him that is godly for bimſelf. 
Believer is not a common Perſon, but 
culiarly devoted to God. Pſalm 119. 
8. Beſides the Temple was a Place of 
od's Eſſential Preſence, the Lord did 
t his Name there, he did command 
5 Bleſſing there; ſo God dwells in Be- 
vers, as his Temple, according to the 
ſt Scripture quoted. Now Dwelling: 


Wniliarity, Authority, Reſidency, or 
W:cdneſs of Abode 3 And certainly, 
od's dwelling in his People, as in a 
emple, is the higheſt Honour and 
oſt perfect Felicity of the Reaſonable 
ature; This Honour have all the 
unts, they are God's Temples. What 
ca ſpeaks af the World's glorious 
brick, is moſt true of a ſanctify'd 
art, it is God's illuſtrious Temple: 
lievers are the Children of God the 
ther ; Members of God the Son; 
emples of God fg Holy Ghoſt. And 

- is 
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jeſt muſt come. As the material Tem- 


plics all theſe Things, vix. Propriety, 
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I; not this better, tho' thou art with- 
out Sons and Daughters. in 
=  Fourthly, To be Heirs of Heaven andi tk 
_ of God, yea, Coheirs with Chriſt is better 

than to have many Sons and Daughters i 
our own after the Fleſh. Rom. 8. 17, 
And if Children then Heirs of God, and 
Foint- Heirs with Chriſt. There is a Pa 
Tallel Text in Gal. 4. J. What is { 
obſervable here is, that all God's Chil 
dren are Heirs; but it is not ſo wit 
the Children of Earthly Princes, 2 Cr 
21. 3. Chryſoſtom obſerves three no 
table Paſſages of Honour, every on 
Tiſing, by Degrees, above another 
« 1. We are not only Children, by 
« Heirs. 2. Not Heirs to any mort; 
„ Man; but to the Immortal God 
«. 3. Not baſely aſſociated in this ou 
Inheritance, but are Coheirs an 
& nexed to Jeſus Chriſt. God's Chil 
dren are higher than the Kings of thi 
Earth. A moſt Notable Text-man 

i 


— 
"I 


2 
— 
* $ 


Dr. Horton on Rev.8.17 who (as 1 receiy' 
from the late Mr.Calamy, Father of the preſen 
uſeful Dr. Calamy) was call'd in the Univerſhit 
Dr.Tare-Text, in whom was yerify'd that com 
mon Sayings Bonus Textuarius, Bonus Theos 
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in his Time upon this Place, tells us, 
mat God's Children are Heirs, _ | 
ol 1//, To the Things of this preſeat- + - 
Life: And, 

24ly, Of that which is future: 
Wcrdlineſs is profitable to all Things, hav- 
ins the Promiſe of the Lije which is now 
reſent, and of that which is to come. 

1, For the Things of this Life; 
hey are Heirs of them, and have a 
pecial Right and Title to them. A. 
Things are yours, (ſaith the Apoſtle) 

Ind among the reſt he reckons the 
World. 1 Cor. 3. 21, 22. Many of 
od's Children have a Portion of the 
od Things of this World, but not 
boſe good Things for their Portion. 

1. The Lawful Uſe of the World. 
ind, | 
2. The Special Uſe of the World 
a Believer's. | 
1. The Lawful Uſe of the World 
theirs: The Goſpel does ſomewhat 
nlarge our Charter (ſays Mr. Warſon) 4 
Ie are not in all Things ſo ty'd up as 


cf e Jews were; there were ſeveral 3 
ores of Meat that were prohibited 


lem; they might eat of thoſe Bealts 
My, that chew'd- the Cud, and part 
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Hoof, yet it did not chew the Cyq 


there is not this Prohibition. 7 
World is yours, the Lawful Uſe of it 


is good, and not to be refus'd , ther 


' Ordinances are the Showers, the W 
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A BETTER NAME than © 


the Hoof ; they might not cat of th 
Swine, becauſe tho? it did divide th 


nor of the Hare, becauſe tho! it d 
chew the Cud, yet it did not diyi 
the Hoof; it was unclean : But 
Chriſtians, that live under the Goſy 


yours; Every Creature being ſand 
ty'd by the Word of God and Praye 


fore we may cat thereof, asking 
Queition for Conſcience ſake. 

2. The Special Uſe of the Wo 
is a Chriſtian's : ed 

(I.) The World was made for yo 
fike: God hath rais'd this great! 
brick chiefly for a Believer. T 
Saints are God's Jewels, Mal. 3.1 
The World is the Shrine or Cabin 
where God lecks up theſe Jewels i 
2 Time. The World is yours, it . 
made for you. The Creation is! 
a Theatre, to act the great Work 
Redemption upon; The World 4 
Field, the Saints are the Corn, 


\ 


cies of God are the Sun-ſhine that 
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hen this Corn, Death is the Sickle 
hat cuts it down, the Angels are the 
arveſters, that carry it into the 
r | "2 
Object. It may be objected, That 4 
ild of God has the leaſt Share in the 
Vorld, Hom then is the World his? 
Aw. The little thou haſt is bleſt 
Wo thee, if thou art a Believer :. If 
here be any conſecrated Ground in 
he World, that is a Child of God's. 1 
he World is yours; Eſau had the ve 
iſon, but Jacob got the Bleſſing: A | 
ttle bleſt is much; à little with a 
reat deal of Peace, is better than 
e Revenues of Unrighteouſneſs . 
/al. 37. 16. Eyery. Mercy a Child 
f God has, ſwims to him in Chriſt's. 3 
lood, and this Sauce makes it .reliſh 
. the | 
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* As a Box of Pearls is more worth than 

ny Loads of Pebbles; and as a Bird wien 
little Eye, and the Advantage of Wing to... 

ar with, may ſee far, wider than an Oxe 


Jl tha greater; ſo the Righteous. with a little 
tate joyn'd with Faith, Tranquility, and 


erotion, may have more Pleaſure, feel more 
dmfort, ſee more of God's Bounty, than one 
vaſt Poſſe ſſions, whoſe Heart cannot lift: 
elk above the Earth; as One well obſerves. 1 
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cc 


the deecter, Whatever he taſtez 


ſeaſon'd with God's Love; he 11 
not only Corn, but Money in th 


Mouth of the Sack; not only the I 


cy, but the Bleſſing. 


( 2.) As the World was made 
the Sake of God's People, ſo all Thin 
that fall out in the World, are f 


World, and the Hatred of the Wor! 
Chriſtians, the Want of the Wor 
is for your Good. By wanting t 
Honours and Revennes of the Worl 
you want the Temptations that Othe 
have. Phyſicians obſerve, That M 


dye ſooner by the Abundance of Bl 


than the Scarcity; tis hard to 
which kills moſt, the Sword or a & 
feit 3 a Glutton with his Teeth d 


his own Grave. The Want of t 


World may be a Mercy. Again, 

Hatred of the World is for yo 
Good: Wicked: Men are Inſtrume 
in God's Hand for Good (how beit tl 
mean not fo) they are Flails to thr 


off our Husks 3 Files to brighten ( 
Graces ; Leeches tb ſack.out "the 10 
ous Blood. Out of the moſt pojl 
ful Dung God diſtils his Glory, 


as the Want of t 
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bor Salvation. Perſecutors are God's 
pruning Hooks, to cut off the Excreſ- 
W--ncies of Sin; and evermore the 
e bleeding Vine is moſt fruitful. The 
Envy and Malice of the Wicked ſhall 
Hao us good. What a bleſſed Condi- 
iu tion is a Child of God in, kill him, 
Wor ſave him alive, *tis all one 
24ly, God's People are Heirs more 
eſpecially of the Things of a Bet- -— 
ter Life; and they are reducible, as 
the Scripture itſelf reduceth them; 
Pſalm 84. 11. Grace and Glory: The 
Mone conſider'd as the Means, and the 
other conſider'd as the End. God's 
Children are Heirs of them both: uf. 
For Grace and Holineſs : This is not 
Wa ſmall kind of Portion, which God's. 
WChildren have an Intereſt in. 2 Pet. 
1. 3. He hath given to us all Things © 
pertaining to Life and Godlineſs. Not © 
Wonly to Life, but to Godlineſs 3 or, 
if you will to a Godly Life; by taking 
it in the Propriety of the Hebrew Lan- 
guage. Heirs of the Grace of Life; 1 Pet. 
3.7. All the Graces of the Spirit be- 
long to the Children of God, and they * 
Ware Heirs, as it were, of them. Our . 
bleſſed Sayiour whea he left „ = 
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e . h . Ta e e 
bequeath'd his Children his Spirit; ag 


in the Comforts of it, fo alſo ig the 
Graces; in the ſeveral Kinds, and 
Diſtributions of the Faith, and Pati. 


ence, and Love, &'c. And therefore, 


we read of them ſometimes-in Scrip- 


ture, as appropriated unto. them : 
The Faith of God's Elect, the Love of 
the Brethren, the Patience of the Saints, 
and the like; as being indeed proper 
ly theirs But, 24ly. God's People 


are Heirs of Glory, and ſo frequently 


denominated. Heirs of Salvation, Heh, 
1. 14. Heirs of the Kingdom, Jam. 2. x, 
Heirs of Eternal Life. Saints are made 
meet to be Partakers of the Inherit ance « 
the Saints in Light. Col. 1.12. This 
World is but a Tenement, which we 
may be ſoon turn'd out of; Heaven 
is an Inheritance, and a glorious Ons. 
In this bleſled Inheritance there is nor 
thing but Glory; there is the King 
of Glory, Plalm 24. 7. there are the 


Veſſels: of Glory, Rom. 9. 23. there are 


the Thrones of Glory, Mat. 19. 28. there 


15s the Weight of Glory, 2. Cor. 4+ 17. 


there are Crowns of Glory, Rev. 4. 4 


there is the Kingdom of Glory, 1 Thel. 


2. 12. there. is the Brightneſs of 75 
| 00 
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Heb. 1. 3. Finally, The Chriſtian's 
Charter is, Things preſent, and Things 
t0 come 5 and Oh! who can tell what 
are theſe Things to come, that Chri- 
ſtians be Heirs of! therefore, to be 
Wicirs of Heaven is a Better Name than 
that of Sens and Daughters. 0 

W Fi/thly, To be upon good Grounds 
cal”d, or yd a Servant of God, is one 
of thoſe excellent Titles, which Religian 
aſtens upon all the true Praſeſſors thereof, 
and is a Better Name than that of Sons 
d Daughters, &c, David eltecem'd 

it a greater Honour to be call'd a Ser- 


ant of God *, than the King of = 
ral, To ſerve God is to reign. It 
7 0» 


TT EW nn "oo * 


* The Title of Pſalm 18. where are theſe 
Words, To the chief Muſic ian, 4 Pſalm of Da- 
vid, the Servant of the Lord. To the 36th 
Plalm David was call'd The Servant of the Lord, 
1, For his Eminent Holineſs, a Man after 
God's own Heart. 2. Becauſe of his Publick 
Employment, fought the Lord's Battles, had 
tüirty Deliverances, and eight from Saul, his 
ſpecial Enemy. He had done all the Will of 
God, Acts 13, 22. had ſerv'd out his full Time, 
ver. 36. and dwelt in God's Houſe to Length 
of Days, Pſalm 23. 6, Theodofius thought it a 
greater Dignity to be God's Servant, than to 
De Al Emperor. | 
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is more Honour to ſerve God, tha 
it is to ſerve Princes and Potegtatez 
my, more than to have ſuch ſerve ys 
James, and Jude, did not ſo mue 
value themſelves by their Alliance 
but being Servants of Chriſt: So th 
greateſt Honour that Paul would py 
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to be firſt in, and laſt out; ) Carnal 
Honour and Greatneſs is nothing ts: 
this. Paul was an Hebrew of the Hf 
brews, Phil. 3. F. that is, of an An 
cient Hebrew Race and Extraction Wic 
there being to the Memory of Man: 
no Proſelite in his Family, or among 
his Anceſtors ; which was accounted" 
a very great Honour by that Nation e 
Yet ſaith Paul, I count all Dung, ak 
Dogs-meat, in Compariſon of an In 
tereſt in Chriſt. Phil. 3. 8. God is ti 
beſt of Maſters, his Service is youu 
Ser 


13 upon himſelf and Timothy was thigWnd 
34 Paul and Timothy the Servants of n. 
by ſus Chriftk. Chriſt himſelf counts Me 
Le no Diſhonour to be ſtyled God's Sera! 
: vant. The meaneſt Offices about Prinre 
M ces are accounted. honourable ; to Me 
= "a Groom there, is better than to be Wal 
+ Lord elſewhere. I had rather be a Dorf: 
© 5 keeper in the Houſe of God, (which Wn 
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ervice. God is the beſt Maſter, he 
W: punctual in all his Promiſes, 1 Kings 
23. There is no God like thee in Hea- 
„„ above, or on Earth beneath, who keep-. 
Covenant with thy Servants. Ver. 58. 
There hath not failed one Word of all his 
10d Promiſe. He is a molt liberal Lord, 
nd bountiful Maſter, gracious, loving 
nd merciful 3 gives, and forgives-: 
our Wants he ſupplies us, in our 
Veekneſſes he ſtrengthens us, in our. | 
Dangers he delivers us, in our Di- 
reſles he comforts us, in our Prayers 
e hears us, and in his Judgments he, 
bares us. And notwithſtanding his. 
reatneſs, Glory, Majeſty, Power, yet. 
moſt communicative Maſter, for he, 
veals his Secrets to his Servants, Pſal. 1 
5- 14. There is a threefold Secret; „ 
f God. 1. Of Doctrine, or Holy. 
ruth; he makes known his Word 
nd Mind to ſuch. 2. Of Providence 
) come, Shall I hide from Abraham the 
WW which I will do ? Gen. 18. 17: 8 
ind in Providences paſt, he makes 4 
gem to ſee his Power and Goodneſs. 
The Secret of his Favour, that ſpe- 
al Love he bears to them. The Ar- 
10 Imperi; belong to thoſe that are 
PP.. 
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only of Princes Cabinet-Council, 54 
T5. 15. ſo kind and condeſcending 
Maſter is God, that he treats his Ser 
vants as a Man does his Friends. Nay 
he waits on his Servants, Luke 12. 37 
Bleſſed are thoſe Servants, whom the Lon 
when he cometh ſhall find watching: V: 
rity, I ſay unto you, that be ſhall gird hin 
ſelf, and make them fit down to Meat, ani 
will come forth, and ſerve them. Whei 
we are ſick he makes our Bed, P/ 
41. 3. Thou wilt make * all their Be 
in their Sickneſs. He holds our Hex 
when we are fainting : Other Maſter 
may forget their Servants, and ca 

them off when they are old; but 60 
will not. J/a. 44. 21. Tis a Slande 
to ſay, God is an hard Maſter. Lalt 
ly, God's Service is the beſt Service, i 

reſpect of Dignity (as has been ſhew d 
al 
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The Hebrew is Turn, He turns the Bed 
Sickneſs into a Bed of Health, or turns our Bi 
for us in our Sickneſs; that is, refreſheth 
giveth us Eafe when we lye upon our 8 
Bed; it is a Metaphor: borrow'd from thi 
which attend ſick Perſons, that help to mai 
their Bed eaſy and ſoft; and turn them th 
they may lye at Eaſee. 
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ad of Liberty: For God's People are 
Children at Service, and Servants at 
Liberty; his Service is perfect Liberty: 
/ety, for God protects all his Ser- 
ants, P/alm 91. Aſſiſtance: and Supplies; 


ther Maſters may cut out Work for 


heir Servants, but do not help them 
their Work: But our Maſter in 
eayen does not oaly give us Work, 
it Strength; Pſal. 138. 3. God bids 
s ſerve him, and he will enable us to 
Wrve him &. Ezel. 36.27. The Lord 
ces not only fit Work for us, but fit 
5 for our Work, with his Command 
gives Power. 
S.xthly, To be truly and really, and 
We1efore, to be deſervedly called a good 
lan amongſt, and by Men, is a Better 
ame than that of Sons and Daugbrers ; 
cording to Rom. 5. 7. For ſcarcely 
a righteous | Man will one dye; yet 
fad venture for a good Man ſome would 
en dare to dye. Im which Words, 
WF amplifies the Love of Ay = 
I dy 
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Da Domine quod jubes, & jube quod vis. Aug: 
Jus reddens cuiqʒ quod ſuum ef, Bonus 
bene ficus et, ac bene de multis meritus. 
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74 A BETTER Name than 
dying for the Ungodly 5 and ſhep 
that it is unparallell'd, and withs 
Example. By a good Man is here 
der ſtood one that is very kind, a 
bountiful: Or, One that is very 
ful and profitable; that is, who i; 
Publick and Common Good., laſtt 
ces may be giv'a' of thoſe that hy 
ſacrific'd their Lives for ſuch. 1 
ſlept between the Murderer and Ki 
Edwin his Maſter, to intercept t 
deadly Thruſt. A common Sol 
loſt his Life at Mufſelborough Field, 
fave the Earl of 5 Life; 
did Nicholas Ribe ſche, to reſeue dil 
Maurice at the Siege of Piſta. 
which ſhews, how much a good 
is endear'd to us; yet the Apoſtle 
timates unto us in and by thoſe Wor 
That amongſt Men it is very 70 
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* David in a Paſſion may wiſh, Woull r. 

J kad dyd for thee? but in cold Blood ( 
nc) I doubt whether he would have dont 
A certain Citizen of Toledo, being condel 
to dye, his Son ceas'd not by Praſeß 
Tears, to entreat that he might dye. 
Father, which accordingly he did. Butth 
rare, for Life is ſweet, and Love is coldun 
Caſe, Every Man is his own next Neige 
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and feldom known, that one Man 
will lay down his Life to ſaye ano- 
ther's ; but if fo, it muſt be for a 
very extraordinary Friend, for a 
Perſon of uncommon Goodneſs, and 
of eminent Worth, For ( ſays he) 
ſcarcely for a righteous Man will one 
dy: ;” As if he had faid, ſuch a 
hing may be, but 'tis ſcarcely ever 
own, that a Perſon will lay down 
5 Life for another, tho' he be a very 
phteous, innocent, and truly honeſt 
in; Perhaps for a good Man, that is, 
ta very kind and bountiful Bene- 
tor 3 for ſome Perſon of rare Cha- 
ty and extraordinary Goodneſs, for 
Man that is a Publick Bleſſing, and 
dmmon Good to the whole Com- 
Wunity 5 ſome Perſon from a Senſe of 
Jong Obligations, would even dare to 
for ſuch an One. The Scope of 
e Apoſtle is this, to ſer forth. the 
ranicendency of Chriſt's Love in dy- 
g for the ungodly; to ſhe w, that it 
beyond all human Example; and 
t there can be no Reſemblance, 
uch leſs any Patallel of it. If a Man 
e for his Friend, it is rare; but to 
ſe for his Enemy, Chrilt only is the 
„ #10} Pats. 
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Pattern * without Parallel. But thy 
only by the Way, for I could not 
avoid Commenting on theſe Choice 
Words, according to the Apoſtle 
true and excellent Scope in them, tho 
I am more immediately concern'd on 
ly with the Character of a good Mani 
ſhewing it to be better than all othe 
Names whatſoever; viz. Great, Migb 
ty, Noble, High, Honourable, & 
One may be a juſt and righteous Man 
but not the good Man here ſpecify'd 
but the good Man the Apoſtle her 
names, is not only he that is hone 
juſt, innocent; but over and above al 
this, is alſo good, and does good lik, 
God himſelf. A True Chriſtian | 
One, who is both really, and rela, 
tively good. He who is good in h 
Perſon, is good in his Place; He is 
good Husband, a good Father, a god 
Maſter, a good Magiſtrate, a good Mi » 
niſter, a good Son, and a good Seri" 
| vant i? 


K 
* Chriſt dy'd for us, who were not 0. 
Vanity, but Enmity ; When we were fig 
irg he was dying; when we had the Weapo 
in our Hands, then had he the Spear in! 
Sides. Rom. 5+ 8. | 
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vant :- Nothing does more adorn Reli- 
ion in the Eyes of the World, than a 
Wire Diſcharge of Relative * Duties; 
d nothing does more diſcredit Re- 
ligion than Relative Sins. Relative 
races do much beautify, and ſet off 
Chriſtian * It is the Beauty of a Star 
o ſhine in its proper Orb; Relative 
Trace does beſpangle a Chriſtian. 
hus the Man that is good really, is 
0 relatively; He is like Chriſt and 
1%); the One was always doing, 
Ind the other was always receiving 
Wood. It is ſaid of our Lord, that He 
WW: vp and down doing good: Where-- 
ia we may obſerve, ſays Dr. Fuller, 
{ 1, Chriſt's Humility, He went. 2. His. 
1M induſtry; No {mall Way about. 
3. His Charity; Doing of good, and: 
Ts * that: + 


He that is not good in his Relations, goes 
nder the juſt Suſpicion of an Hypocrite, A: 
ood Chriſtian labours to fill his Relations, 
Ind to go through all the Parts of Religion, 
5 the Sun through all the Signs of the Zodi- 
ck. I like not thoſe Chriftians, who tho“ 
bey ſeem to be Travelling to Heay'n, yet 
ave the Duties of their Relations as a Terra 
Icogntta, which they never come near, Mr. 
jon on Philo 1. 11 | 
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78 A BETTER NAME thay 
<« that in reſpect of all Times, ; 


cially to the Houſhold of Faith; G. 


There is none good but one, that 15, God 


if not miſapply'd, is much better th 
the Name of Sons and Daughters he 


Kings to rule over our own A 


* Places, all Perſons. ” A truly g00 
Man does good to all, tho' more ej 


6.10. It's true, our Saviour tells t 
young Man in the Goſpel, Mat. 19. 1 


The Meaning whereof is not, th; 
there are not good Men, or good Ai 
gels; but the Meaning is, that G0 
is chiefly good; there is none goc 
but God; i. e. Originally, Eſſential 
Abſolutely, and Independently, 
neither Men, nor Angels are goc 
There is none derivatively good, b 
he derives his Goodneſs from Go( 
Others are good by Participation 0 
ly. Finally, The Name of good M; 


on Earth. 
Seventhly, Another moſt Exelle 
Name is to be Kings and Prieſts 
God. Rev. 1.6. And hath made us i 
and Prieſts unto God, and his Fatl 
PI 
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| * God is both good, and doth good a 
dantly, freely, and conftantly. 
+ Engliſh Annotat, 
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tite, and govern ourſelves by the Law 
of his Word, to but and conquer 
the World, the Fleſn, and the Devil. 
Kings in a ſpiritual Senſe, for our 
Kingdom is like his from whom we 
derive it; not of this World, there- 
fore he adds, unto God. Prieſts to offer 

„ /piritual Sacrifices acceptable to God, 
through the Beloved. 1 Pet. 2. 5. Our 
Bodies are a living Sacrifice, Rom. 12. 1. 
part of our Eſtates, Phil. 4. 10. The 
dicrifices of Praiſe, the Fruit of our Lips, 
Heb. 13. 15. So as all the Priviledges 
of the Jews, Exod. 19. 16. belong to 
vs, and that in a more eminent Man- 
ner: Through Chriſt, We alſo are 4 
Riyal Prieſthood, a peculiar People. Our 
Lord Jefus Chriſt is ſuch a King, as 
makes all his Subjects Kings in a ſpi- 
kJQWritual Senſe, they are already Kings 
elected, Kings in a Diſguiſe, and when 
they come to Glory, they ſhall have 
Palms in their Hands, and Crowns upon 
their Heads. | 

Eiohthly, To be Witneſſes for God in 
our Day, is a Better Name than that of 
Sons and Daughters. Acts 5. 32. And 
re are his Witneſſes, &c. The Apoſtles 
refus'd not to bear their . 

| or 
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for Chriſt, who wit neſſed a good pro- 
feſſion for us. As it is gur Duty, o 
it is our Dignity, to bear gur Peſti. 
mony for Chriſt in the Age in which 
we live. A Breath Teſtimony, à 
Blood Teſtimony, if calld to it, and 
always a Lite Teſtimony. , Never were 
any Kings and Princes more renowned 
for their Conqueſts and Victories, than 
the Martyrs of Chriſt have been for 
their Sufferings; which made Luther 
ſay, 1 would rather be a Martyr. than 4 
Monarch. It is happy ( ſays One) 15 
dye in the Lord, and hondurable to dye 


for the Lord. The Practice of Piety 


conſiſts in Knowing God, and Glori- 
fying him aright; and we may glo- 
rify God, as by our Life, ſo by our 
Death in dying in the Lord, and in 
dying for the Lord; which latter is 
called Martyrdom, and may be thus 
defined. Martyrdom is the Teſtimony 
which a Chriſtian bears to the Doc- 
trine of the Goſpel, by enduring any 


kind of Death to invite many, and con- 


firm all to embrace the Truth thereof. 
To this kind of Death Chriſt has pra 


mis'd a Crown, Be thou faithful umi 


Death, and I will give thee aCrown of Lift 
| | Rey. 
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Rev. 2. 10. Which Promiſe the Church 
ſo firmly believes, that they termed 
Hartydom itſelf a Crown. And God, 
to animate Chriſtians to this excellent 
prize, would by a Prediction, that Ste- 
ze, the firſt Chriſtian Martyr, ſhould 
have his Name of a Crown. 
Of Martyrdom there are three Kinds, 
J. Sola Voluntate, In Will only; as 
John the Evangeliſt, who (being boil'd 
in a Cauldron of Oyl) came out rather 
znnointed than ſod ; and dy'd of Old 
Age at Epheſus. 2. Solo Opere, In Deed 
only; as the Innocents of Bethlebem. 
| ¶luntate & Opere, Both in Will and 
Deed ; as in the Primitive Church, Se- 
den, Polycar pus, Ignatius, Laurentius, 
fomanus, Antiochi anus, and thouſands. 
And in our Late Times, Cranmer, 
Latimer, Hooper, Ridley, Turner, Brad- 
od, Phil pat, Saunders, Glover, Taylor, 
and others innumerable; whoſe fiery 
teal to God's Truth, brought them 
to the Flames of Martyrdom, to ſeal 
Chriſt's Faith. Oh! conſider the noble 
Army of Martyrs. Jerom writes * , 
that the Number of Martyrs in his 
Time 


RO 


His Epiſtle to Cromatius. 


no Day in the Year, unto which the 
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Time was © great, that there was 


Number of five Thoufand "Martyrs 
might not be aſeribed, except only 
the Firſt of January. But all this 
Wrath of Man God turns to the Glo- 
ry of his Name, and to the Credit 
and Comfort of ſuffering *'Servants, 
Mr. Philper ſaid, That to dye for 
* Chriſt is the greateſt Promotion, 
* that God can bring any unto in 
* this Vale of Miſery ; yea, ſo great 
& an Honour, as the greateſt Angel 
ce in Heaven is not permitted to have. 
* God forgive me (ſays bleſſed Brad- 
& ford, holy Martyr of England) mine 


„ Unthankfulneſs for this great Mer- 


« cy, that amongſt thoſe many Thou 
% ſands, he chooſeth me to be one, 
4 ia whom he will ſuffer. Th 
more we ſuffer'-þ with, and for Cit, 
the more Glory we ſhall have with, 
and from Chriſt. The bloody Papifs 
honour the Names "of the ARR 

; dar; 


*. 
n 


th. 


—e 8 — 9 Y 


He is not a Chriſtian, who is not a Mate 
tyr in Affection and Reſolution” — _. 

+ Mzjora Certamina, majora ſequuntus Ile. 
mia. Tertullian. | | 


| of So xs and DaucGHTERs. 83 


CY 9 
Martyrs, tho' they make new Ones 


erery Day. God would have it for 
te Honour of his Martyrs, that even 
WM thc ſame Generation that perſecute 
Je living Saints, - ſhall -honour the 
Lead. Wherefore, let not the Pro- 
. pee of a bloody Exit diſcourage your 
p faithful Adherence to the Truth; for 
* 'he Who has appointed our Crown, 


J has appointed our Croſs. Better loſe 
ur Lives than our Immortal Souls: 
dad was the End of One *, who ſaid, 
He could not burn for Religion; but his 
Houſe being on Hire, he was burat in 
it. In ſum, This Hosour have all 
God's People, to be his Witneſſes. 
For to be a Wit neſs in Religion, is 

to have one of Chriſt's Names; who 
is called The Faithful Witneſs. Rev. 
1. 5. He is a Wuneſs, and a Faith- 
ful Witneſs too; He is a Special and 
Singular Witneſss ſo as there is none 
elſe beſides, that in this particular is 
like unto him. Ia. 55. 4. 'Behold 1 
have given him for a Witneſs to the Pec- 


EIN \ . „ 12 a 
ple, So Is Chriſt according to a two- 

i 5 fold 

la. — Ta — d — — 
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* Mr. Fox's Book of Martyrs. 
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fold Explication, as a Modern & wel 
obſer ves, 1. By way of Diſcovery 
and Revelation. And, 2. By way of 
Aſſurance and Confirmation. Called 
the Faithful. Witneſs, becauſe he wit 
neſſes nothing but that which is in 
deed the Truth, and in delivering the 
Truth, delivers the whole Truth. 80 
that God's People who reſemble Chriſt 
herein, are honour'd with this Great 
and Glorious Name and Title, Wit 


neſſes; which is better than the Name 


of many Children. 2.8 
Ninthly, To be more than + Con 
querors of the Enemies of our Salvation 
is to obtain a greater and better Nam 
than that of Sons and Daughters, Rom 
8. 37. Nay, in all theſe Things, we art 
more than Conquerors, through him that 
loved us. In all theſe Things, in Tribu 
lation, Diſtreſs, &c. as before Ver. 35 
We are more than Conquerors, wherell 
| | We 


2 


Dr. Horton in Loc. S 
I Saints walk about the World like ſo me 
ny Conquerors, being ever under a doubt 
Guard, the Peace of God within tbem, Phi 
4+ 7. and the Power of God withous hem, 1 Pet 
-s 50 1 


f Sons and DaucuTtrs. By 


we have, according to the Excellent 
Text-man afore-quoted, 1. A poſitive 
Suppoſition, that We are Conquerors, 
:, A comparative Amplification, More 
than Conquerors. a 
1. In the poſitive Suppoſition he 
W ſhows, how we overcome God by our 
Prayers, and how our own ſelves 5, to 
Which Overcoming of ourſelves, may be 
: Wadced as pertinent to it, the Over- , 
coming of the World; which is the Pri- 
Juriledge alſo of a Believer, as the Scrip- 
ture makes it, John 5. 4, 5. the World 
in all the Luſts, and Pleaſures, and Al- 
lurements of it: Laſtly, which is moſt 
Hagreeable to the Senſe and Scope of the 
ext, We are Conquerors of all our Ene- 
Wes in any Kind, or Condition what- 
ſoerer; and theſe, whether they be 
Perſonal, or Real. Perſonal, as Satan, 
and evil Men who are his Inſtrumeats 
Mor Real, as all theſe Evils and Calami- 
ties, which here in this Lite we are any 
Way ſubje& unto. 

2. But the ſecond Thing to be conſi- 
der'd of us is the Comparative Amplifi- 
ation, More than Conquerors &. Expoſi- 

K tors 
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tors partly agreeing, and partly fol 
low ing one another in ſuch like Expli 
cations as theſe. 2 Cor. 2. 14. Ny 
Thanks be unto God, which always cauſet 
tus to triumph in Chrſt, &c. Nom Than 
be to God. Deo Gratias was ever i 
Paul's Mouth, as well as in Auſtin's 
and a thankful Man is ever ready wit 
his Preſent, as Joſeph's Brethren werd 
Gen. 43. 26. Cauſeth ws to triumph 
that is, according to Rom. 8. 37. mak 
us more than Conquerors, ev'n Triu 
phers; while he rides upon us as upc 
his White Horſes, Rev. 6. 2. More thay 
Conquerors; In that we conquer, WIe. 
we ourſelves are conquer ; and i 
1 am, there's no ſuch Conqueſt as t 
be conquer'd by Chriſt 3: no ſuch L 
berty as to be bound by him. Again 
We conquer by thoſe who are wor 
to conquer others, we beat our Eng 
mies with their own Weapons. T 
Meaning ſeems to be this, The Def 
aims in all the Suffer ings of God's Chi 
dren, to draw them off from Chril 
to make them murmur, deſpair, e 
But in this he is defeated and diſa 
Pointed 3 for God inſpires his Cl 
dren with ſuch a generous and 7 
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Spirit, that Sufferings abate not their 
Teal and Patience, but rather en- 
creaſe it. We Chriſtians laugh at 
6 your Cruelty, and grow more reſo- 
& Jute ; ſaid one of Julian's Nobles to 
% him. Now if our Conſcience may 
bear us Witneſs, that we are Con- 
querors, Victors and Triumphers, it's 
better than our having never fo nu- 
merous, and proſperous a Poſterity. 

Tenthly, and in the laſt Place, To 
he under God, Parents of a ſpiritual 
Of-/pring, is much greater, better, and 
more honourable, than to have only a na- 


tural Off=ſpring of our own. If God may 


make thee and I ſpiricual Fathers & un- 
K.2 to 


8 . 


a 
* 


* Cyprian call'd Cæcilius, Vita novæ Parentem. 
f Alexander was ſo much engag'd to Ariftorle, . 
8 that it became a Queſtion, whether he od 
not more to him than to his Father Phzfip, and 
that only becauſe he learnt him ſome natural 
hiloſophy, how much much more am l ob- 

gd to you, whoſe Miniſtry God did princi- 
pally uſe to teach me the Knowledge of Self 
and Chriſt, Nature and Grace. Mr. Ralpb Ven- 
lig, in an Epiſtle of his to Mr; George Hughs, 
Freacher of God's Word in Fhymoutbh, which 
Epiſtle is ſubſcrib'd by him thus, Sir, Tour own 
don in and according to the Faith of the Goſpel, 
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Some there are, that can pare; 
eaſily enough with their Obildren; 
Jea, ſome are ready to think them 
ſelves eas'd, by parting with them; 
and are eren willing their Children 
I ſhould... dye. to ſave Charges. Howl 
inhuman } how. unnatural this is needs 
no other Proof, but the Report of it 
Children are. the beſt Goods, the beſt 
good Things. which God has to give 
us, except his Grace, and Himſelf + 
God will gire (as he promis'd) ts the 
Eunuchs that keep. his Sabbaths, and chooſe 
the Things that pleaſe him, and take hold 
of his Covenant; a Name and Place in hi. 
Hunſe, and within his Malls, better than 
of Sons aud Daughters; yet it mult be 
confeſs'd, that the Name of Sons and 
Daughters is the beſt outward Trea- 
ſure in the Houſe, and the moſt heau- 
tiful Ornament of our Walls. How 
Baked are thoſe Walls, how unfur- 
niſhed is that Houſe, Where the Chil: 
dren are taken down, and removed 
by Death. 5 21 1 
Secondly, That tho' the Want or Loſs 
of Children is ſuch, that God has allom d 
45 to bew ail; yet by Reaſon he has afforded 
us ſo much Relief in that Caſe as ” bas 
done; 
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Ine; which we Ha ve already Teachez A 
Wrour'd to ſet forth, 3, wil be a great 1 
in if we mourn immoderately for our A 

" Childrens ſuppoſing God: to baue been 1 
Anf of them all. That Rachel mourned 4 I! 
or her Children, becauſe they were t _ _ 
dees commendable *; but that ſhe re- 
r aſed to be comforted was diſcomme n- bi 
elt able. How impatient was Jacob in i 


the Loſs of Foſeph ; David of\Abſalon, if 
ac. But Mothers have the ſharpeſt ix 
he Throws, both in their Childrens'Birt!'s _ BY 
„ind Burials. © The holy' Jefus, + that 
„rand Exemplar of Piety, who always 
bi ubmitted to his Father's Win in al 
an Tings, and therefore, could never be 
be Wſubject to the corroding Thoughts of 
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8 ug, Motbers weep, not n the ;r- Chil NF 
yen are, but becauſe they are not, 15 the oi 77 _ 
vation of One 3 Whereas wicked Nay reds 72 "= 
brequſe they bave Children ʒ but not betau = 
bave loft. tbem. (27 221 eff | 2747 er 217 1 
Paulina pen ah Loſs of jer hires, wt 
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Love'10 Religion, © Mr 
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tice , ſhew'd the Propenſity of 0 
Natures to Grief and Sorrow, for t 
Loſs. of thoſe. whom we highly valui 
and dearly love; he himſelf paſſionate 
ly weeping, when his beloved Lazar 
lay aſleep: in the ſilent - Dormitory: 
3 the Grave, and the:Chorws:of Mourt 
1 ers ſtood lamenting. him. Chriſtis 
| Religion doth not deſtroy human pa 
ſion and natural Affections, Whi 
were originally planted in innocet 
Nature, and were afterwards four 
in Chrilt's ſpotleſs Nature; yea, f 
they are highly uſeful, when kept ( 
they ought to he) under the Lock an 
Key of Reaſon : Then it is, that oi 
Paſſions become unlaw ful, when the 
15 become exceſſive, and grow impatienl 
of Reſtraint by the ſuperior Powe 
. and Faculties of Man's Soul; when th 
* Dictates, neither of Reaſoh nor Rel 
Son prevail any thing; but the Pri 
acqueys after the Servant, and.Paſlio 
uſurps the Throne, whoſe Place is 
higber than the Foor-ſtool. And far 
1 am, immoderate Sorrow for or da 
ceaſed Friends, is not. only fintal. 
God has forbidden it; but ſo mul 
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wre ſinful, as God has provided 0 
an Cordials in the Word for th 
5! of our Grief.” As for Inſtanc 


2. 
et thou a Widow ? Has not 800 


id, Thy Maker it thy Hutband 1 thy 
ard of Hoſts is his Name # Iſa. 54. 5 
rt thou Fatherleſs? Is it 925 aid, 
Vb the Lord the Fatherle 7 ſh nd 
Mercy? Art thou Childleſs, bein 25 


ed! Never deſpond, nor be defected”. 


vraſmuch as God *. promiſed 4 Nami 
er than of Sons ænd Dagb r.. 
Thirdly, We may hence in fer, . 
id and ſad Condition of all wicked 

po have nb Right * nor Intereſt in a 

Promiſes of 'what ſort fordls; and conſe 

ly 55 this Sort. When . Yo 


MN - . 


19 
1 
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2 » There. are three Sorts of | Profeſſors" of 'f 
mn, 1, Some lay Claim io #be Promiſes whe 
„ have not A1ght 20 them 3 | Such 175 preſumps 
iu Sinners, who take it for granted that the Pro» 
ſes belong to them, and preſume themſelves as 
us into Hell by @ falſe Hope in the Promiſes. 
me bave an Intereſt in 2655 Promiſes; ant 
bow it, thoſe Iĩve in Heaven upon Ear th. i 34 
me have an Intereſt in the Promiſes, bus do 
it; and therefore, dare not in the 8 
ie app them for their Support and Con ſol 
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7 "ok, or childleſs, they can't -rak 
= Comfort of the Promiſes 'whic| 
| God has made, and accommodated t 
Theſe, and all other States and Cot | 
ditions of his People. A wicked p. 
"ſon is an Heir to all the Curſes, an 
© Menaces in the Word ; but Belie 
only are Heirs of the Promiſes. Ati 
With 4s) ak to our particular Point 
we may ſa fely affirm, That to have n 
bildren, or to be bereav'd of Ch 
dren, is a greater Croſs to the wicked 
than to the godly... Some good Mc 

neither had Son or Ne ephew, and e 

thers have been bereav'd* of all the 

had; yet this is not ſo. great an Af 
fiction to a godly Man, as it is to uh 
ungodly. For he that can call C 
Father, and ſpeak to Chriſt as his Bro 
Ther, He that is 7 ally'd ro all the Saint 
in Tea vn and Earth in a ſpiritual Re 
lation, has no Want of natural Reh 
ions, tho? he has them not : It is hc 
1 2 Matter to him, tho? he has nel 
F ther Son, nor Nephew, who is aq 
It - adopted Son of God. Wherefore, ii 
reference to Honour and Renown, 
Fgochy Man can ſpare his Honour and 
* redit ia the World well enonghs 3 be 
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catſe he has fo good a Name in 3 
veg. Likewiſe, He can i] are, and he 


becauſe” he has bigber Attn; a 
z more noble Conſanguinity, 3s the 


Nephews; to inherit his Eſtate, h 
nothing to — Want. H 

that is Childlefs and Chriſtleſßs too, 
has Reaſon to weep for his „ 

and nor: gy de et ? 5 eG | 
mot. © 


„ - Ofe 2. if n e * 


been, and ſtill are, inordinate d 
of Chidren, to whom G00 ſe 

to deny them, or having 
now depriv'd of them, = inordinate- 
ly mouru for rhe Loſs of them. When 
Eſau had loſt his Ble ſſingꝗ hie aid, H 
thou hut one Bleſſing, my Father ? Gen. 
27. 38. but your Father has more Bleſ- 
ii fings for you than one; his Name is 
me Furber of Alec, 2 Cor- 1. K 
inq can beget, and create às many Mercies 
a; be you as he Pleaſes 8 


TTT 
. 
* = * 


5 "> IM ix A 
Y N 5 iy 
£ e 
—— i - "*"—_— 
9 — 3 _—_— 
* yr 1 * an 


without the: outward Blet 188 f Son 3 


prophet ſpeaks in our Text. But for 
1 wicked Man, if he want 8 = 
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This may reproys ul dll & ho hre 


had, 20g | 
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Child of God can be in no Condition, 
bdut he may find not only a Promiſe, 
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the Comforts of them are at his Com- 
mand. I it but a few Tears, or Months 
paſt, ( fays Mr. Flavel ) aud theſe Com- 
forts, ; whoſe. Loſs hen nom lament, were 
Who 7 3 nor did yu know whence 
they, jhould ariſe to' you, yet. the Lard 
e the Ward, and commanded them 
n: And if he pleaſe, he can make 
the, Death. of theſe; but like a Seythe t 
the. Meadow. that 16 muwn domn; or 4 
Razor to the Head that is ſhav'd bart; 
which th it lay you under the Preſent 
Trouble, aud Reproach uf Barrenneſs, 
yet doth but make way for a double In- 


creaſe, a ſecond Spring with Advantage. 


That I, and my poor Wife (who 
have liv'd together above 37 Years) 
would comfort one another, and the 
People of God, who have been affficted 
in theſe, and other reſpects. The Va- 
riety, Latitude and Extenſion of the 

Promiſes may comfort us, being our 
: Cat holicon. 9 le's very obſervable, 4 


/ wax hes T3. OY. „ ©: 4 
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but a ſutable and ſeaſonable Prom 15 
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to comfort him in It: Ar fer Exam I 4 3 
Art thou poor in Eſtate? Comfort thy 
ſelf wien Fal. 34. 10. Mat. 6. 3 
Heb. 13. 5. If barren, and without 4 
Children, remember. our Text, G : 
will give 4 hetter Name than F Sons un 1 
Daughters. If. perſecuted for Chrifs "i 
1 ſake, ſee Mar. r. 5 10.1 Pet. 4. 12 14 
g. Pſal. 94. 12. If ſick; and un 8 
tormenting Pains, Pſal. 41. 23. 50. Is. YN 
Iſa. 63. 9. Rom, 8. 28. If reproach d, = 
ſlinder'd, and falſly acęus d, ſee r. 
5. r 10. 25. H Satan tetnprs. 2 
thee, and thou art not able to r 2 
him; ſee Rom. 16. 20. I Cor. 10 14. 
1 Jehn 3. 8. If Corruptioas de of 
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